


__________________________________ ____________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

Have a blessed, happy new year,  

TLM! 
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A New Year 

 

Yes, the number of the year may change but does anything else change?  Some people make New Year 

Resolutions thinking to change their attitude, size, addiction or something else in the weeks and months 

that follow. 

I want to share with you a favourite poem of mine, one I refer to often during the year and certainly always 

at the start of the new year.  I feel this poem helps us to reflect on the year that has gone and learn from it 

as we move into the new year – remembering the faithfulness of our God in the year past, relying on the 

promises of our God for the year ahead. 

 

Another Year 

Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 

In working or in waiting, another year for Thee. 

 

Another year of progress, another year of praise, 

Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 

 

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace, 

Another year of gladness, the glory of Thy face. 

 

Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast, 

Another year of trusting, of quiet happy rest. 

 

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love, 

Another year of training for holier work above. 

 

Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 

On earth, or else in heaven, another year for Thee. 

Frances R Havergal 

 

Happy New Year and may you each know God’s blessing and His care in the year ahead. 

 

 

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International 
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Besides ME there is NO GOD! 

 
  
Psalm 115:1-8–“Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your Name give glory,... 
                               Why should the nations say, ‘Where is their God?’ 
                               Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 
                               Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.... 
                               Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.” 
  
1) IDOLS HAVE NO MOUTH! (v5) 
They cannot communicate with their worshippers! They cannot encourage, guide or promise 
their worshippers anything!  
Isaiah 43:1 – “But now thus says the LORD, He who created you, O Jacob, 
                           He who formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
                           I have called you by your name, you are Mine.” 
1 Samuel 3:10-“And the LORD came...calling as at other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
                              And Samuel said, ’Speak, for your servant hears.’” 
  
2) IDOLS HAVE NO EYES! (v5) 
They cannot direct, warn or protect their worshippers! 
2 Chronicles 16:9-“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
                                    to give strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward Him.” 
Psalm 32:8 – “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
                           I will counsel you with my eye upon you.” 
  
3) IDOLS HAVE NO EARS! (v6) 
They cannot register, hear or respond to their worshippers’ prayers! 
Jeremiah 33:3 – “Call to Me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things 
                                 that you have not known.” 
  
4) IDOLS HAVE NO NOSES! (v6) 
They cannot smell the aroma of any sacrifices! 
But our living God is well-pleased with our sweet-smelling sacrifices! 
2 Corinthians 2:14-16 – “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
   procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. 
   For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved 
   and among those who are perishing, from one a fragrance from death to death, 
  to the other a fragrance from life to life.”                                     (see also Rev.8:3,4) 
  
5) IDOLS HAVE NO HANDS! (v7) 
They cannot work or make anything! Whereas God testifies.... 
Isaiah 66:2 – “All these things My hand has made, and so all these things came to be.” 
Psalm78:72–“With upright heart He shepherded them+guided them with His skilful hand.” 



  
 
6) IDOLS HAVE NO FEET! (v7) 
They need to be carried from place to place?! 
Jeremiah10:5,6–“Their idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field, + they cannot speak; 
                      they have to be carried, for they cannot walk....There is none like You, O LORD; 
                      You are great, and Your Name is great in might.” 
Psalm63:9-“In His love + in His pity He redeemed them.....carried them all the days of old.” 
Eph 1:22,23 – “And HE put all things under His feet and gave Him as Head over all things 
                     to the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him Who fills all in all.”    –Amen. 
   
 

Otto Kingsley erstwhile Cape Regional Director - TLM Southern Africa  
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7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the 

Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very 

reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. Rom. 14 
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The Start of a New Year 
 

This week as I have been thinking about a new year that will start on Sunday 1st January many different 

thoughts have passed through my mind.   I was challenged by something I read to examine my life and to 

give thanks for everything and everyone who makes my life what it is.  The last year has not been an easy 

one for me and I am sure that is true for many of you readers.  In all the difficulties, there have been people, 

writings, sermons, and events that have brought joy, meaning, and support and for each of them I can give 

thanks to God. 

As I was thinking about all of that my mind went in a different direction – every day is the start of a New 

Year.  Maybe not a new calendar year but a new beginning of life with God.  Every day is the opportunity for 

a new experience of God and with God.  Am I ready for that new opportunity today? 

Recently in the Service Sheet of a church I was visiting someone had printed “A Puritan Prayer” and I when I 

read that I was reminded that my mother used to keep a copy in her Bible.  Sadly, although I still have her 

Bible the prayer is missing so I was grateful to have it given to me again.  I have updated it a little and would 

share it with you at this start of 2023. 

 

A Puritan Prayer 

Lord God Almighty 

I ask not to be counted among the earthly great and rich, but to be numbered with the spiritually blessed.  

Make it my present, supreme, and persevering concern to obtain those blessings which are spiritual in their 

nature, eternal in their continuance, satisfying in their possession. 

Preserve me from a false estimate of the whole or a part of my character. 

May I remember and be true to my principles as well as my conduct, my motives as well as my actions. 

Help me never to mistake the excitement of my own ideas for the renewing of the Holy Spirit, to demonstrate 

my faith by my constant and prevailing disposition. 

May my heart be right with God and my life show forth the Gospel. 

May I maintain a supreme desire for another and better world and feel and confess myself a stranger and 

pilgrim here. 

Give me all the direction, defence, support, and consolation I need for my journey through this life, and grant 

that my mind stays focused on You. 

Give me a large and abundant supply of the Spirit of Jesus, so that I may be prepared for every duty, be able 

to love You in all that is given to me, be submissive to You in every trial, trust You when walking in darkness, 

and have Your peace in all of life’s changes. 

Lord, I believe, please help me in my unbelief and uncertainties. 

Amen 

 

May God bless and keep you close to Himself as you journey with Him in this year of 2023. 

 

 

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International 
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These “confessions of our faith” will sustain us in 2023 

 
  

1) Rom.12:1,2 – “Present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.... 
                                 be transformed by the renewing of your mind....” 
 

2) 1Cor.3:14– “Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?” 
  

3) 2Cor.12:9 –  “....My grace is sufficient for you....” 
  

4) Gal.2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live but Christ Who lives in me.” 
 

5) Eph.6:11 – “Put on the whole armour of God.” 
  

6) Philp.1:21 – “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
  

7) Col.1:27 – “Christ in you the Hope of glory.” 
  

8) 1Thes.5:16-18 – “Rejoice always.    Pray without ceasing.   Give thanks in all circumstances – this is 
the will of God for you.” 

 
9) 2Tim.4:2 – “Preach the Word; be ready in season and out of season – reprove, rebuke, exhort!” 

 
10) 1John2:25 - “And this is the promise He made to us – ETERNAL LIFE!” 

  
Heb.10:23-25 – “Let us hold fast the ‘confessions of our faith’ without wavering, 
                            for He Who promised is faithful. And let us consider to stir up one another 
                        to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
                    but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see The Day drawing near.” 
                                                                                                                                                        -Amen. 
 

 

Otto Kingsley erstwhile Cape Regional Director - TLM Southern Africa  
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Life Worthy of the Gospel 

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 

or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit,[e] striving together as one for 

the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they 

will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not 

only to believe in him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and 

now hear that I still have. (Philippians 1:27-30) (NIV) 

This scripture is an encouraging word and at the same time a caution to us as Christians living in a fallen 

world.  

Whatever conditions or circumstances or situation we find ourselves, our manner or attitude towards them 

must always promote the gospel of Jesus Christ. We must be ready to model Christ daily in our work and 

interaction with people 

TLM Global Fellowship strategy is centred on Christ and since Christ is in the centre of all that we do, His 

influence must be seen in our conduct and we must always give him space to guide, direct and rule over all 

decisions or choices that we make.  

That means: what we do, our methods of achieving our objectives, in whatever situation or circumstances 

we find ourselves and whatever we are going through, God expects the outcome of our services to be worthy 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

To conduct ourselves as global fellowship in a manner worthy of the gospel we must always be ready to: 

- Stand firm in the one Spirit: Our conviction about the faithfulness of God whom we serve must never 
change; we must be firm in the Spirit so that we can bear the fruit of the Spirit. It is only the branch 
that is firmly attached to the vine that will bear fruit. ‘Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in 
me’. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing’’. (John 15:4-5). 

Remain in Me: in the place of prayer; in the place of seeking and studying His word to know Him. 
How much of His word do we allowed to dwell in our heart so that we will not sin against Him, how 
much of time do we allocate to truly seek Him. The best of men are just men at best, only in our 
abiding can we truly model Christ and promote the gospel of Jesus in our community.  

 

- Strive together as One for the faith of the gospel: The Global Fellowship is a community; we belong 
to one body although we have different functions, we need to keep working together as one and 
manifesting the love of God as we care for one another. It is in our oneness that people can see God’s 
glory in our work and we will be truly seen as Christ disciples. ‘’Your love for one another will prove 
to the World that you are my disciples’’ (John 13:35 NLT) 
 

about:blank#fen-NIV-29389e


- Be ready to face challenges. There will be opposition to our course and method of fighting Leprosy 
and transforming the lives of those who are affected, we should be bold to take on the challenge, 
never compromise Christ. We must continually stand for Christ and make the world know that Christ 
is the centre of all that we do. We must continue to believe in Christ and be prepared to face 
challenge or suffer for His sake. In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted (2Timothy 3:12 NIV)   

 

- Finally Let us hold on to our faith in Christ, because we are not alone, there are others who have gone 
before us as examples of those who lived and died for Christ. Therefore we also, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, 
the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

As individuals and as members of the global fellowship may God empower us with His Spirit so that our faith 

in God and our manner of life will promote the good news of Jesus Christ to people affected by Leprosy and 

to our world in general. 

How much time do I spend praying and listening to God in my work? 

How can I model Christ in my interactions at work and in my community? 

Can people see Christ in me? 

 

Bunmi Oluloto -  A Brother and Servant of Christ planted in Niger Republic as TLM Country Leader for Niger and Chad 
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Psalm 119  

 

 Teth ט

65 Do good to your servant 
    according to your word, LORD. 

66 Teach me knowledge and good judgment, 
    for I trust your commands. 

67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, 
    but now I obey your word. 

68 You are good, and what you do is good; 
    teach me your decrees. 

69 Though the arrogant have smeared me with lies, 
    I keep your precepts with all my heart. 

70 Their hearts are callous and unfeeling, 
    but I delight in your law. 

71 It was good for me to be afflicted 
    so that I might learn your decrees. 

72 The law from your mouth is more precious to me 
    than thousands of pieces of silver and gold. 
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Psalm 119  

 

 Yodh י

73 Your hands made me and formed me; 
    give me understanding to learn your commands. 

74 May those who fear you rejoice when they see me, 
    for I have put my hope in your word. 

75 I know, LORD, that your laws are righteous, 
    and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 

76 May your unfailing love be my comfort, 
    according to your promise to your servant. 

77 Let your compassion come to me that I may live, 
    for your law is my delight. 

78 May the arrogant be put to shame for wronging me without cause; 
    but I will meditate on your precepts. 

79 May those who fear you turn to me, 
    those who understand your statutes. 

80 May I wholeheartedly follow your decrees, 
    that I may not be put to shame. 
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Have faith and Pray  

 

Psalm 46: 1-3. 

1 The place of God is our protection; with His power He always helps us in anytime trouble we suffer.  2 So 

we are not afraid, even though the land is shaking, even if mountains fall into the sea, 3. because this situation 

can happen in cases of huge waves of the sea. 

In April 2021, huge flooding flushed entire City of Dili in Timor Leste, everyone who lives in Dili was affected 

including my family. We lived in Tasi Tolu (three seas) three separate saltwater lakes from the oceans.   

It was 3 a.m., Easter Sunday morning that sudden huge wind and waves, heavy rain with thunder and 

lightning woke us up with worry and fears as there was nowhere to go because we knew, we could not cross 

the lakes because the road we usually pass would already be covered by mud and water.  We had 5 kids 

including my niece and nephew with us who started crying loudly because they saw water entering our 

compound. Our neighbors started running around to save their food and house materials as water level 

increased, everyone became busy with their own things. 

In that panicked situation, my husband called everyone to come together to pray, we prayed with tears, we 

cried out to God for help, we knew only God could save us from all of this.  By the time we finished our prayer 

we could not open our door because outside the house was like another lake just 1 step away from us.  We 

waited until 7 am, the rains stop, water in our compound gradually reduced leaving thick mud for us to clean 

but our house was safe and clean. 

It’s a big lesson learned for me and my family, that God can deliver us from devil, protect us from damage, 

save our lives when we put our hopes and beliefs in Him with all our hearts. Miracles can happen for those 

who pray and believe.  

 

Joaozina da Conceicao  - Finance Manager, TLM Timor Leste 
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God will sustain us! 

 

"Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven" Matthew 18:18 

God told Joshua, "Point the javelin you have in your hand to Ai, for I will deliver it into your hands" (Josh. 8:18). 

 Feeling that God supports us gives us tremendous courage. Knowing that we have Him with us makes us 
say, "Every weapon forged against me will do me no harm" (see Isaiah 54:17). But beware of overconfidence, 
don’t be the one who does not rely on God. The problem is that we program, speak and act without first 
checking whether God is in the game. We need to remember what the unclean spirit said to those who tried 
to imitate Paul's ministry when they were not empowered by the Spirit of God: "I know Jesus and I know 
who Paul is; But who are you? (Acts 19:15). In the event of an attack, here's what you need to know: 

1) that you are in order with God (see 2 Cor 5:19),  

2) it is God's battle at the same time as ours (see 2 Ch 20:15),  

3) "Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loosen on earth shall be 
loosened in heaven." 

The two areas must be in agreement. If God does not approve in Him, we should not approve in Our House. 
Trust comes from knowing how to act according to one's will. The Bible calls us "workers with God" (1 
Corinthians 3:9), so there is no point in trying to stand apart. Let us not try to move a mountain that the Lord 
does not want to move or raise someone from the dead as He did for Lazarus. We only do on earth what He 
declared to be His will in heaven. And he will support us! 

Prayer of the day 

I thank you my God because You support me. Amen! 

 

Dieu nous soutiendra 

« Tout ce que vous lierez sur la terre sera lié dans le ciel »    Matthieu 18.18 

Dieu a dit à Josué : « Pointe vers Aï le javelot que tu as à la main, car je la livre entre tes mains » (Jos 8.18). 
Sentir que Dieu nous soutient nous donne un formidable courage. Le savoir à nos côtés nous fait dire : « 
Toute arme forgée contre moi ne me fera aucun mal » (voir Esa 54.17). Mais attention à l’excès de confiance 
en soi, celle qui ne s’appuie pas sur Dieu. Le problème est que l’on programme, parle et agit sans d'abord 
vérifier si Dieu est de la partie. On se souvient de ce que l’esprit impur a dit à ceux qui essayaient d'imiter le 
ministère de Paul alors qu'ils n'étaient pas habilités par l'Esprit de Dieu : « Je connais Jésus et je sais qui est 
Paul ; mais vous, qui êtes-vous ? » (Ac 19.15). En cas d’attaque, voici ce qu’il faut savoir :  

about:blank


1) on est en règle avec Dieu (voir 2Co 5.19),  

2) c’est le combat de Dieu en même temps que le nôtre (voir 2Ch 20.15),  

3) « Tout ce que vous lierez sur la terre sera lié dans le ciel, et tout ce que vous délierez sur la terre sera délié 
dans le ciel ». 

Les deux domaines doivent s’accorder. Si Dieu n’approuve pas chez lui, on ne devrait pas approuver chez 
nous. La confiance vient du fait que l’on sait agir selon sa volonté. La Bible nous appelle « ouvriers avec Dieu 
» (1Co 3.9), il est donc inutile de vouloir faire bande à part. N'essayons pas de déplacer une montagne que 
le Seigneur ne veut pas déplacer ou de ressusciter quelqu'un d'entre les morts comme il l’a fait pour Lazare. 
Nous ne faisons sur terre que ce qu'il a déclaré être sa volonté au ciel. Et il nous soutiendra ! 

Prière du jour 

Je te remercie mon Dieu parce que Tu me soutiens. Amen! 

 

Reverend Elie FOFOLO - Born on August 5, 1964, son of a Baptist Pastor, both parents died. I am a pastor of vocation and 
formation, in 2001 I had my degree in Theology at the Protestant University in Congo (U.P.C). After working as a Pastor in the local 
Church of Kingabwa 1 from 2004 to 2011, I had a meeting with Angelika Piefer who headed the Coordination of the Mission against 
Leprosy in the Democratic Republic of Congo, from where I had this passion for people affected by Leprosy and I invited Angelika 
to come to World Leprosy Day in our church on Sunday 29/01/2012, in Kingabwa. This work led us to discover two girls from the 
same family with signs of leprosy, and their brother ended up being infected, but all three were treated and in good health. This 
sparked this passion to work as a volunteer in raising awareness, mobilization and the relationship with the local churches of the 

platform "Church of Christ in Congo" (E.C.C in acronym).  - In July 2019, I obtained the Master in Psychotrauma, at the University 
of Kinshasa, at the Faculty of Medicine. Training that allows me to better listen to and accompany people who suffer trauma and 

stress for biopsychosocial care. - I am married to only one woman, Madame Espérance since 16/10/1988. From this union God 
gave us five children including two girls and three boys. Just like Abraham and Sarah, my wife and I, are willing to give up everything 
and go where the need for the Mission is felt. - Elie Fofolo is currently pastor at the local church of Masina 3, the 15th Congo 
Baptist Community in Kinshasa 
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Let those who fear the Lord say: His love endures for ever. In my anguish I 

cried to the Lord, and he answered by setting me free. 

 

Psalm 118:4,5 

A legend tells that when Jesus was born in the stable he and his mother were cold. They lit a small 

fire that nearly went out until a robin flew in and fanned the fire with his wings. And that’s how he got his 

red breast. 

I met a real robin the other day. He’d flown into the house though an open door and was desperately 

trying to batter his way out through the window. It was a sash window so I lifted the lower part but that only 

trapped and frightened him more. So I opened the next window and edged nearer the bird. A wild flurry of 

wings and feathers and I’d got him safely in my grasp. I carried him quickly to the open window and spread 

my hands. With a surge of energy he was off, back to freedom. 

“Love is a wild bird” sings the heroine in the opera Carmen. Confine it and you lose it. It dies on you. 

Give it the freedom to fly and if it returns it’s truly yours. We can offer our love to people but we can’t make 

them love us in return. Caging them won’t do it, the only way is to give them freedom. Freedom to be 

themselves, to develop in their own way. It’s a risky business as any parent knows, one that takes all the 

courage and the trust we can find. But that’s all we can do for anyone we love. 

And that’s what God offers through Jesus. Freedom. Freedom to be ourselves, to live life to the full. And all 

he hopes for, in return for his love, is our love.  

Lord of sky and earth, help me to fly in freedom and to find my resting place in you. 

 

Extract from “Love is a Wild Bird”. With the kind permission of Judith Merell Book selection and Publishing Manager, The Leprosy 

Mission Shop 

 

Eddie Askew  (1927-2007) devoted half a century to leprosy and its consequences. In 1950 he and his wife Barbara set sail for 

India. Eddie's first placement was in Purulia, West Bengal. In 1965 Eddie took up the post of executive secretary at TLM's office in 

London. His first overseas visit in this new role was to Ethiopia, where he learned of plans  to set up a leprosy training centre  that 

would benefit patients and medics throughout Africa. He offered to become a founding member and signed TLM up to support 

what was to become ALERT (All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training Centre). The following year, the organisation now known 

as the International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) was set up. In 1974 Eddie became general director of TLM. He 

was keen to develop TLM's work elsewhere, and took a team into the closed land of Bhutan in response to a request from its 

government.  - Inspired by his travels and his Christian faith, Eddie found an outlet for his creativity in painting and poetry. He 

retired in 1987. From 1998 until his death he was TLM- vice-president, and in 2000 he was awarded an OBE. (Fiona Spence) 
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“The appearance of the Lord’s glory to the Israelites was like a consuming fire 

on the mountaintop.” 

 

This is the prime season for photographing the jewels of the Southern Hemisphere’s night skies. 

Unfortunately, it has also turned out to be the prime season for what we call loadshedding – a.k.a power 

blackouts. Paradoxically, whilst I long for dark night skies, without the intrusion of electric street lights, I 

need power to keep my many gadgets humming.  On the few nights that we’ve had power, either there has 

been a full moon, or there has been excessive wind, or it has rained – which is crazily unusual for the Cape 

during summer. Filled with exasperation, I began to wonder if this was really a good way to be spending my 

time, and my money. 

And then there was last night.  

No wind. No moon. No clouds. Uninterrupted power and the owls for company. A hint of roast beef drifting 

on the air from the nearby restaurant. The waves surging over the rocks below me. BA 2040 completing the 

last of it’s right-hand turns over False Bay, now heading almost due north, passengers settling down for the 

next twelve hours and twenty-two minutes that it will take for them to arrive at Gatwick.  

Stunning images blazed into life on my screen. Dazzling clouds of vibrant colour clamoured for attention.  

All my struggles with equipment and the elements forgotten in an instant.  

Maybe you’ve had similar experiences? After months of research and gathering information, you caught a 

glimpse of a pattern hidden until now in your spreadsheet, indicating that your technique was working. As 

you looked through your figures, you discovered that you’d stumbled across a message that resonated with 

your supporters – the key to your biggest appeal ever was in your hands. 

Sometimes these events are so overwhelming and so uplifting that we call them mountaintop experiences.  

“The mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted 

above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.”  Isaiah 2:2 

We know that soon we must descend again to the valley and deal with the things that are happening there, 

but for the moment, it is sweet to savour the fragrant air at the top of the mountain. Exalted. Such a lovely, 

rich and evocative Biblical word.  

I trust that 2023 will bring such mountaintop experiences, and that in them, you will find the inspiration to 

seek and do His will throughout the year.  

 

Peter Laubscher - Country Leader, Southern Africa. Peter and Elizabeth Laubscher have worked with the Leprosy Mission since 

1981. They are blessed with three children. Peter cruises the waters of False Bay when he’s not trying to polish scratches out of 

telescope mirrors. 
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God’s Heart for the Poor; I am His Steward – Part 2 

 What hinders Christian generosity? 

‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’  Matthew 25,45 

Many Christians are ignorant of God’s commands in the scriptures to serve the poor. Their understanding of 
the Gospel is often incomplete. It is based on what some preachers of the Word preach rather than from 
reading and meditating on the Word of God itself. The Holy Spirit who reveals the wisdom in the scriptures 
to us is not their counsellor. So they fail to grasp the true import of the Word and what it extols us on caring 
for the poor. In the Old Testament, the New Testament and the current times, God has been speaking 
through His prophets and servants on the duty of the believers to lend a helping hand to uplift the poor. This 
is because of His gracious love for every man and woman. 

Our familiarity with the Word and our prayers are substantially limited to the promises of God (what God 
gives us) and not how we ought to respond to what He has already given to us (our offering of service in 
gratitude to His grace). Comfort Christianity is a very popular stream to bring non-believers into the Christian 
fold. Then the journey continues with the emphasis on the provision of God because He is a good God. The 
justice attribute of God and Christian stewardship are far less palatable to a worldly Christian. So they are 
underplayed.     

There is also a thought that salvation of the soul is all that matters. Some Christians also are apprehensive 
of being accused of overcompensating the “Social Gospel” and downplaying the “Redemption Gospel”. So 
they go easy on the issue of serving the poor. Their involvement is mainly restricted to giving donations to 
Church and non-Church organizations or getting involved in charitable activities around major Christian 
religious festivals. But the scriptures are clear that ‘Salvation’ and ‘Social Gospel’ are two sides of the same 
coin of God’s saving grace. Both bring honor to God and magnify His name.   

In some cases our sinful nature convinces us that the problem of the poor is too big for us to solve 
individually. People in their individual capacity can do precious little for the poor masses. They do not have 
the means or resources to make any impact on a large scale. So the responsibility of emancipation of the 
poor in a secular and socialist political environment vests with the political Government. It is responsible to 
deal with the issue of poverty through various policies / schemes as the people’s representative. 
Unfortunately when the people in political power use that power for their own benefit, the poor become 
even poorer.    

While people justify whatever they may desire to believe in; in Christian stewardship faith, works and 
economics intersect. God does not give us the option to serve the poor. He is not suggesting or giving us 
guidelines. He is commanding us to do so to manifest His love and bring honour to Him. Grace must be 
responded to  through gratitude – one such expression is caring for the poor. Jesus Himself was a perfect 
example of a steward for the care of the poor and the needy. He catered to all the needs of people, spiritual 
and physical. He did not give preference to any one of them over the other. Both the dimensions are equally 
important in serving God. 



Serving the poor is an unlimited opportunity God has created to strengthen our love relationship with Him. 
Eugene Rivers said, “The great thing about serving the poor is that there is no competition”. What a 
wonderful world we would have if every Christian understood the heart of God for the poor and does 
whatever one can do to serve the poor, however small that effort may be! 

I am a steward of God to bring glory to His name 

In gratitude, for His glory. 

 

Dr PLN Raju -  Former Director (Resource Mobilization)  The Leprosy Mission Trust India  New Delhi   

 

Part 1 of this series you might read on the 2nd Dec 2022 
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Psalm 119  
 

 Kaph כ

81 My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 
    but I have put my hope in your word. 

82 My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 
    I say, “When will you comfort me?” 

83 Though I am like a wineskin in the smoke, 
    I do not forget your decrees. 

84 How long must your servant wait? 
    When will you punish my persecutors? 

85 The arrogant dig pits to trap me, 
    contrary to your law. 

86 All your commands are trustworthy; 
    help me, for I am being persecuted without cause. 

87 They almost wiped me from the earth, 
    but I have not forsaken your precepts. 

88 In your unfailing love preserve my life, 
    that I may obey the statutes of your mouth. 
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Psalm 119 
 

 Lamedh ל

 

89 Your word, LORD, is eternal; 
    it stands firm in the heavens. 

90 Your faithfulness continues through all generations; 
    you established the earth, and it endures. 

91 Your laws endure to this day, 
    for all things serve you. 

92 If your law had not been my delight, 
    I would have perished in my affliction. 

93 I will never forget your precepts, 
    for by them you have preserved my life. 

94 Save me, for I am yours; 
    I have sought out your precepts. 

95 The wicked are waiting to destroy me, 
    but I will ponder your statutes. 
96 To all perfection I see a limit, 

    but your commands are boundless. 
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Don’t Just Pray - PRAY!  - Part 1  
 

(🙏🏻 Become a PRAYING Person, a PRAYING Family, a PRAYING Church or any Christian movement 
should be PRAYER based, serviced and maintained.) 

All scripture NIVUK 
 

• Payer is the turbine behind any person, family, church and Christian outreach! 

• Prayer is an intimate connection with our God! 

• Prayer is the ultimate expression of our relationship with Our Heavenly 
Father.  

• Prayer is an absolute necessity for our walk with God, whatever our calling is 
or just living everyday.  

 

• Many people pray but are not praying people.  

• Many churches pray, but not all are praying churches.  

• Many Christian outreaches pray but are not a praying movement.  
 
How does a Christian, a family, a church or a Christian movement make the leap to  become a praying 
organism? Where prayer is the engine and fuel behind every need, every vision, all directions or ideas that 
come from the prompting of the Holy Spirit for the advancing of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Some thoughts to becoming a praying home, church or a Christian movement.  
 
A. Prayer is modelled. 
 
Prayer is caught more than taught.  

We all need a “prayer teacher”, a “prayer instructor” to develop effective prayer practices.  
Luke 11:1-2  

“One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, 
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples. ’He said to them, ‘When you pray, say…     

 
Jesus lived a “praying life”! Not just a prayerful life but a praying lifestyle! 
 
This was evident right at the start of His public ministry.  
Luke 3:21-22  

“When all the people were being baptised, Jesus was baptised too. And as he was praying, heaven 
was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him.. 

 
Praying leaders at home and work model a prayerful life and those that are influenced by praying leaders 
tend to lead a praying life of their own.  



• There is a very simple rule:  

• Your private practice eventually becomes our public practice.  

• Your public practice is what everyone sees and takes note of and judges you by.  
Proverbs 27:19 NIVUK 

“As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart.” 
 
Leaders become a person who prays! 
 

• Teach those you lead to pray. If needs be bring in people who are prayers that can help you to teach 
and practice prayer.  

• If you do this the people you lead will become people that pray.  

• Your family, your workplace, your calling will be filled with praying people! 

• This will make whatever you do infused with the supernatural support of the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
 
Dan Izzett  -  Zimbabwe. Retired pastor.  I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI  board for eight 

years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years.  I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have 
relocated to the UK to live with our children.    
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Don’t Just Pray - PRAY!  - Part 2 

 
 
B. Prayer should be our default action. 
 
As a praying person, family, church or Christian organisation the first thing to do is pray! This could be in 
response to planning, any need or difficult situation.  

• When there is still no resolution or solution, the answer is to pray again.  

• Repeat as needed. 

• Repeat until there is peace in your heart.   
Acts 15:28 NIVUK 

“It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us… 
 

• When in need - pray! 

• When in doubt - pray! 

• When in … - pray! 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Luke 18:1  
“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” 

🙏🏻. That’s a good enough reason to pray! 
 
 
C. Prayer is proactive. 
 
Definition of ‘proactive’: 

As a person, policy, or action: 
Creating or controlling a situation by causing something to happen rather than responding to 
it after it has happened: be proactive in identifying and preventing potential problems. 

 
Prayer without legs is not helpful! 

• Prayer without an equal action is not effective praying.  

• When you pray for something, a situation be prepared to do something about it. 

• There will be times when you can’t do anything about a situation but engage in intercession and 
prayer to bring about positive change.  

• PUSH - Pray Until Something Happens! 
 



When Jesus taught his disciples to pray, He told them to first ask for God’s Kingdom to come to the earth. 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done on earth… 

• The intervention of The Kingdom of God produces the most positive and effective solution to 
anything.  

• The extension of God’s Kingdom is preceded by prayer, followed up by action.  

• Be prepared to act on what you pray about.  

• We should be proactive in our prayers, asking now for the Kingdom to come. 
 
All around us we see our Christian values being eroded, removed and even turned against us. Could 
proactive pray have prevented some of the trouble we find ourselves in? Have we tried to close the gate 
after the horse has bolted?  
 
Daniel is a wonderful example of proactive praying: 
Daniel 6:7-11  

“The royal ministers, prefects, satraps, advisors and governors have all agreed that the king should 
issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the 
next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions ’den. Now, Your Majesty, 
issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered – in accordance with the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed. ’So King Darius put the decree in writing. Now when 
Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the 
windows opened towards Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving 
thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel 
praying and asking God for help.” 

 
We know the outcome: 

…“My God sent His angel, and He shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I 
was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.’” 

 
Daniel was not afraid of what had been decreed by the kingdom of darkness - Daniel believed that if he 
prayed that the Kingdom of God would prevail! 

• Proactive prayer! 
 
 
 
Dan Izzett  -  Zimbabwe. Retired pastor.  I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI  board for eight 

years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years.  I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have 
relocated to the UK to live with our children.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://churchleaders.com/youth/youth-leaders-blogs/158808-josh_evans_the_biggest_threat_to_gods_kingdom_could_be_the_church.html
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Don’t Just Pray - PRAY!  - Part 3 

 
 
 
D. Prayer is an assignment. 
 
Ephesians 6:18 NIVUK 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”     

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.”    

1 Peter 4:7 NIVUK 
“The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray.” 
 

So often success is measured by visible achievements, good speeches, great planning but none of them will 
be lasting or Kingdom of God extending without much prayer! Leaders in homes, churches and Christian 
movements need to pray and be allowed time to pray! 

In Eugene Peterson’s classic book, Working the Angles, he writes that many church members make it 
difficult for pastors to spend unhurried time in prayer. It is easier to point to new buildings, compelling 
sermons and increased attendance as signs of their success. Instead, a praying church sees prayer 
as the primary assignment of their leaders. 
 

Prayer is a major component and assignment in and to our Christian walk! 
 

A. Prayer is modelled. 
B. Prayer should be our default action. 
C. Prayer is proactive. 
D. Prayer is an assignment. 
 

1 Timothy 2:8  
“Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or disputing.” 
 
“One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. …He said to them, ‘When you pray….    
 
 
 

Dan Izzett  -  Zimbabwe. Retired pastor.  I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI  board for eight 

years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years.  I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have 
relocated to the UK to live with our children.    

 
 

https://churchleaders.com/pastors/pastor-articles/336043-indelible-legacy-eugene-peterson-quotes.html
http://www.amazon.com/Working-Angles-Shape-Pastoral-Integrity/dp/0802802656/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1357601218&sr=1-1&keywords=working+the+angles
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Imitate me! 
 
 
 
“Therefore I urge you to imitate me.”   “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 
4:16 and 11:1  (NIV) 
 
Recently I have become increasingly aware of the word “influencer”. We know what an influence is, and 

what to influence someone means, but an influencer seems new. Only recently has the word entered the 

dictionaries as a role, a job, an occupation. Now we hear people being introduced as ‘influencers’. It has set 

me wondering what they do, and what gives them the right or the credibility to do it, to ‘influence’ other 

people. 

It’s mostly associated with the social media and marketing, -influencing people to buy certain things or live 

in certain ways. It seems to go with fashions, ‘trend-setters’ and the so-called ‘cult of celebrity’ trying to 

persuade (mostly younger) people to be like the ‘influencer’ in appearance, lifestyle, activities and attitudes. 

In short, the influencer says, “Be like me, live like me, have what I have, buy what I buy; you want to be like 

me because I’m ‘cool’ or successful or desirable or beautiful.” ... or whatever! So it is that many people 

pursue things they think they need, to be what they long to be. It can lead to perpetual self-dissatisfaction, 

over-spending, materialism and so on. Our concern is that our loved ones may be too easily influenced, -led 

into things which are profoundly unhelpful. 

It makes me angry to see the effects this can have on people’s minds and behaviours and finances, the 

damage to relationships and families. I ask, “Who are these people who set themselves up as ‘influencers’? 

What right have they to influence anyone? Why should they twist the minds of the vulnerable to think that 

theirs is the way to live? How dare they suggest we should imitate them in self-centred lifestyles and careless 

attitudes?” 

Two thoughts: The first is that the best and most effective influencers are those who do not set themselves 

up as such. Their influence arises from observing their quality of life, their work, personal relationships and 

characteristics, selfless living, godliness, the fruit of the Spirit in them (love, joy, peace patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control -Galatians 5:22-3). “By their fruit you will know them”, says 

Jesus (Matthew 7:16). And by their lives they will influence others, but would never claim to be ‘influencers’, 

or even know that they are.  

The second thought, rather surprisingly, is that St. Paul does make such a claim. Writing to the troubled 

church in Corinth he says “I urge you to imitate me”. It is a call few of us would dare to issue, because it 

seems to put us into the same category as the arrogant, boastful, presumptuous ‘influencers’ of modern 

culture. But Paul adds a second phrase in the same letter, “Follow my example, as I follow the example of 

Christ.” (11:1). That is his key to the matter, and it must be ours! It is in our following of the example of Christ 

-in life, work, relationships, devotions and everything else, that our influence, our witness for Him, will be 

most powerful.  



It is a sobering thought, and a wonderful gift, that we are influencers for Christ. And we are being watched. 

So we pray that those around us will see Christ in us, and thus be led to Him (Matthew 5:16). 

Every blessing, with my prayers, 

 
 
David Beazley began involvement with The Leprosy Mission in 1992 when he came as Minister to a Church near the 

International Office in Brentford. He acted as an informal ‘chaplain’ to the Office, and served on the International General Council 
for some years. At the same time he became a member of TLM England and Wales Board, serving as Chairman for six years and 
on various committees. He chaired  the Spiritual Ministry MAWG, and is also able to serve TLMI by leading retreat days and other 
such things as opportunity allows. He has recently retired from the pastorate but continues as a volunteer speaker for TLM 
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Adoption 

 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, 

so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[f] And by him we 

cry, ‘Abba,[g] Father.’ 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, 

then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also 

share in his glory. Romans 8 (NIV) 

I remember, when I was much, much younger, thinking every so often, that I must be adopted.  

I felt at times that I was in the wrong family. 

I don’t know how many people think this, but I felt I had good evidence to back up my thinking? 

Evidence that seemed utterly convincing to me. 

Most obviously I was the only one in my immediate family who had thick, intensely red hair.  

Apparently, my mother had a relative who had had red hair, but I’d never seen them, and they seemed quite 

distant in familial terms.  

I appeared to view the world differently and unconventionally and interpreted it out of step with the others 

in my family. 

My sense of humour seemed quite different from the rest of the family. I liked to think of it as quirky and 

alternative. 

Compared to my siblings, I was always on the go, in a rush, impulsive, taking risks. Up trees, over walls, 

cycling madly all over the mission station. 

Consequently, I was always getting into scrapes with cuts, bruises and stitches to show for it. 

‘Slapdash’, my dad used to call me as I left a trail of broken or dropped items.  

Strangely, things just came apart in my hands or equally puzzlingly ended up on the floor. 

I haven’t thought for many decades now that I was adopted because as time goes by and as I look in the 

mirror, I see my dad looking back. I hear his way of talking, as I talk. And I wear his sense of humour, his 

passion and energy like well-fitting comfortable clothes. 

And yes, I’m pretty much like my brothers and sister as well.  

The family genes, traits and quirks are there and evident. 

I’ve often wondered why I had these thought and feelings. 

The best answer I’ve come up with is perhaps this was God’s way of preparing me for his family. Because the 

truth is I am adopted. As are you if you are a disciple of the Lord Jesus. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-28132f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-28132g


We have been brought into God’s family at extraordinary cost and enjoy all the privileges of being a child of 

God. 

My desire is to know ever more deeply and completely the Father who has adopted me, and I pray, that you 

too as a fellow adoptee will, 

“keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order 

that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy 

people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”  Ephesian 1 (NIV) 

 

John Twynam – Perkins - Formerly chair of TLM Scotland 
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Psalm 119 

 

 Mem מ

97 Oh, how I love your law! 
    I meditate on it all day long. 

98 Your commands are always with me 
    and make me wiser than my enemies. 

99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 
    for I meditate on your statutes. 

100 I have more understanding than the elders, 
    for I obey your precepts. 

101 I have kept my feet from every evil path 
    so that I might obey your word. 

102 I have not departed from your laws, 
    for you yourself have taught me. 

103 How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

104 I gain understanding from your precepts; 
    therefore I hate every wrong path. 
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Psalm 119 

 

 Nun נ

105 Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path. 

106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it, 
    that I will follow your righteous laws. 

107 I have suffered much; 
    preserve my life, LORD, according to your word. 
108 Accept, LORD, the willing praise of my mouth, 

    and teach me your laws. 
109 Though I constantly take my life in my hands, 

    I will not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have set a snare for me, 

    but I have not strayed from your precepts. 
111 Your statutes are my heritage forever; 

    they are the joy of my heart. 
112 My heart is set on keeping your decrees 

    to the very end. 
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“Who is my neighbour?” 

 

“I was a stranger and you invited me in.”   

My 16 year old grandson and I were in a great mood. The scenery in that part of Namibia south of “Solitaire” 

on the  way to Sossusvlei is grandiose. Our 4x4 camper van was well equipped, we had plenty of food nd we 

were looking forward to a memorable camping experience. The gravel road was in good condition, we had 

more than adequate fuel supplies and we even had 2 spare tyres just in case… nothing could possible go 

wrong…. 

About 80 kms from that night’s destination we heard an unusual noise from the rear of the vehicle and our 

speed dropped perceptibly. Our investigation revealed a “blow-out” – the one back tyre irreparably 

damaged.  

Oh well – there was still about 1 ½ hours before sunset and darkness …. and we had 2 spares… 

There was only a “small” problem, the spare in better condition was attached under the chassis and held up 

by a chain. Trying to work out the mechanism to release the tyre while sliding on your back on hundreds of 

stones of varying shape, size and sharpness proved more challenging than envisaged.  

Our vehicle had come to a stop near a turn off to a safari lodge. While we were struggling to release the tyre, 

a local guide drove onto the main road, stopped and asked if he could help. Responding to my request on 

advice as to how to free the tyre, he got under the car and did the work for us, then proceeded to change 

the tyre and stow everything away. An exercise that entailed 20 minutes, getting all covered in dust and dirt 

and picking up a few cuts and scratches from the stones.  

When I thanked him and offered to give him something for his trouble, he refused. I persisted against “You 

altered your programme, gave time and energy, got dirty and cut to help a stranger of another race, language 

and culture. 

His response was “You are not a stranger, your need made you my neighbour and now you are my friend.” 

With that he shook my hand and drove off.  

Read the parable of the good Samaritan.   Luke 10, 29-37 

 
 
Silvano Perotti - Secretary for Europe then Deputy International Director and Director for Support and Development TLMI 

Born in Italy - retired in Switzerland. 
Worked  with TLMI until 1990. 
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Cleanse those who have leprosy – Part 1 
 
 
Last year I visited TLM Bangladesh and witnessed the amazing transformative work that happens in 
communities.  The words of Jesus in Matt 10:8 were ringing continually in my ears - ‘Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give’.  What a 
command!  A command that we get to play our part in fulfilling every day! 
  
Can you imagine being a disciple and hearing those words, that command?  How would you have 
reacted?  Maybe my initial reaction would’ve been ‘who me’?!  I was drawn to look at the ‘lead-in’ before 
Jesus made that jaw-dropping command to his disciples. 
  
Can you imagine the scene – Jesus is in the Galilee (one of my favourite places)! He has fully invested Himself 
in teaching His followers.  He has given the most amazing sermon on the mount in Matt 5 – 7.  He spoke to 
His followers words like this: 
  

• ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven’ 
• ‘You are the light of the world’…(I wonder were the disciples thinking, ‘who us’?) 
• ‘Give from him who asks of you’… 
• ‘When’ you do charitable deeds (not ‘if’ you do them); 
• ‘When’ you pray (not ‘if’ you pray) 

  
Sidenote – I love how Jesus connects prayer and charitable deeds as inseparable. Without faith it’s 
impossible to please God. And faith without works is dead! At TLM, what an honor that we get to do both 
every day, fulfilling the words of Jesus as we pray each day & serve in our roles! 
  
Jesus goes on to say things like: 
  

• ‘Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven’ 
• ‘Don’t lay up for yourselves treasures on earth (where moth & rust destroy) but lay up for yourselves 

treasure in heaven’ 
• Don’t worry – ‘seek first the kingdom of God & His righteousness & all these things will be added’ 
• ‘Don’t judge’ 

  
Jesus gives these incredible, powerful teachings. And then, in Matthew 8, he comes down from teaching on 
the hillside.  Crowds are everywhere.  I wonder what’s going through His mind?  He’s just given them 
practical teaching. Now he’s about to model it, in practice. And soon He’s about to commission his disciples! 
  
But what’s interesting to me is that the very first thing He does after giving the most amazing ‘Sermon on 
the Mount’ - is to heal someone affected by leprosy.  Matt 8:2-3 ‘A man with leprosy came and knelt before 
him and said ‘Lord if you are willing, you can make me clean. Jesus reached out his hand and touched the 
man ‘’I am willing’’ he said, ‘’Be clean’’.  Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.  
  



How amazing is that! The first thing Jesus does is heal a person affected by leprosy!  He heals with his word 
and with a touch – healing him physically and restoring his internal world with His touch.  I wonder how that 
man felt approaching Jesus (in doing so he was breaking the laws of the day). But I wonder how he felt after 
encountering Jesus - his life and his future totally transformed. I imagine he could return to his family, 
perhaps take the faces of His children in his hands and kiss them with a heart overflowing with joy and a face 
full of hope. 
  
Jesus manifested and personified everything He’d just spoken – about being the light of the world, giving, 
doing charitable deeds, about His Kingdom coming on earth as in heaven. Jesus was the living expression of 
his teaching – and demonstrated this for his followers.  
  
It’s like Jesus is outworking all that he’s just taught.  As we enter today, let’s be the living representation of 
the words of Jesus, outworking what He said and let our actions mirror our words. 
  
Jesus first choice is healing someone affected by leprosy and He only did what He saw the Father do.  Our 
Father’s heart is for the most marginalized - the outsider, the stigmatized, the vulnerable!  Leprosy affected 
people have a special place in our Fathers heart, and in ours. Jesus changed everything and called us to do 
the same (to be continued tomorrow)! 
  
It’s so easy, in our busy-ness, to forget our ‘why’.  Take a moment today and recall, just like the man Jesus 
healed, the joy that comes with freedom from the chains of leprosy, one person at a time.  In everything that 
we do today, whether in administration, strategy, finance, field, communications - let’s keep leprosy affected 
people front and central in our hearts today as we serve.  Even in the busy-ness, let’s be the living expression 
of His words…and ours. 
  
  
Pam Gaston – TLM Northern Ireland 
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Cleanse those who have leprosy – Part 2 
 

  
Yesterday we spoke of Jesus having given the most amazing ‘sermon on the mount’ and then the very first 
thing he did was to heal someone who had leprosy – with a word and a touch. 
  
Jesus continued to heal more people, cast out demons, calm the wind & waves, raise the dead girl and moves 
around still teaching.  And then He commissions His disciples.  So, it seems to me like: 

• He taught 
• He demonstrated 
• Then He commissioned 

  
In Matt 10:8:  He gives the commission to his disciples ‘Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give’ 
  
He’s saying to his disciples – you’ve heard me teach, you’ve seen me demonstrate. Now it’s your turn! 
  
Can you imagine how the disciples must have felt being commissioned. Jesus is asking them to do something 
so completely new – it had never been seen before?  Totally unchartered territory!  How would you have 
felt if you were in their shoes? 
  
But what of us…he’s asked nothing less of us.  We’ve been equally commissioned.  CO - MISSIONED! What 
an honor that we are CO – MISSIONED by Jesus Himself! We have joined Jesus in the mission! It’s His heart. 
We’re not in this alone!  It was His idea to begin with.  He has a plan, and He will not fail! 
  
We’ve heard his Word. We’ve seen His example.  Now it’s our turn! I’m reminded how Jesus constantly said, 
‘he who has ears to hear, let him hear’. It’s so easy to become familiar with what we read in the bible and 
what He said. But His words are Spirit and they are life! It’s easy to become so familiar with the life of Jesus 
and how He changed everything!  And I think it’s so easy, even in our roles in TLM, to sometimes feel ‘how 
is this even possible, can we really do this, can we really do what hasn’t been seen before? 
  
We know that without Him we can do nothing. But we welcome Him each day to work through us. It is Him 
who works in us, to will and to do for His good pleasure (Phil 2:13). The scripture in John 15:7 constantly 
blows my mind – Jesus said ‘if you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and 
it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified that you bear much fruit…’ 
  
Read that again slowly… ‘if you abide in Me and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 
shall be done for you’. If we will abide…then we will ask what we desire.  It didn’t say what He desires!  We 
can become so one with Him and His Word that our desires are His. 
  
As we join in the mission to see an end to leprosy, let’s learn what it looks like to abide in Him and let His 
word abide in us.  We often pray ‘Jesus be glorified’ and John 15:7 tells us how – abide in Him, let His words 
abide in us, ask what we desire, it will be done and by this He is glorified!  



  
He never said there wouldn’t be challenges. But Jesus spoke of ‘mustard seed faith’ that ‘moves mountains’ 
and renders nothing impossible for us (Matt 17:20). We can’t do anything without Him. We don’t even want 
to try.  Let’s take every breath today in the joyful assurance that we are CO – MISSIONED with Him who 
cannot fail!  As we serve today, we emulate our Father’s heart for people affected by leprosy.  And with each 
step, we walk in full assurance that we’re co-missioned, equipped and authorized by Him in seeing an end 
to leprosy. This was His idea. This is His heart!  He cannot and He will not fail, and neither will we! 
 

 

Pam Gaston – TLM Northern Ireland 
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The method of the Master – Part 1 
 
 
Matthew 4 (23 -25) 
 
Jesus had chosen to begin his mission around Galilee and we note how well-prepared Galilee was to receive 
his message. Within Galilee Jesus selected his team and chose  to launch his campaign from synagogues. All 
Galilee centred round the Sea of Galilee. The sea of Galilee was smaller area wise, around thirteen miles in 
length and eight miles in width. It is interesting that Luke, the Gentile, who must have travelled much more 
of the world, never calls it the sea, but always the lake. 
 
A. Selection of most appropriate team: 
In the time of Jesus the Sea of Galilee was thick with fishing boats. Most men were fishing for their daily 
living and income. So Jesus was walking by the lakeside; called on these fishermen Peter, Andrew, James and 
John, to follow him.  It is not to be thought that this was the first time Jesus has seen them, or they saw him. 
As John tells the story, at least some of them were followers of John the Baptist ( John 1: 35).  
No doubt they had already talked to Jesus and  already listened to him, but in this moment there came to 
them the challenge once and to decide to spend the rest of their life with him.  
 
These men were not very educated and were not holding high positions, not great scholars, wealthy or of 
high social background. These were ordinary men whom Jesus chose. They were not poor because they 
worked everyday for their income by fishing. Jesus knew that these ordinary people would give their life to 
him and he could train them the way he wanted. They had following best qualities: 

• Patience 
• Perseverance 
• Courage 
• Hard working 
• An eye for right moment 

 
Let us continue by discussing these points, adding examples of Jesus’ ministry and our own context! 

 (the editor) 
 
 
Pradeep and Sarah Failbus  -  Worked for 39 years and 29 years with TLM( most at Anandaban,Nepal) Now retired and 

settled at: Kathgodam, District Nainital   Uttarakhand, India   
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The method of the Master – Part 2 
 
 
Matthew 4 (23 -25) 
 

B. Best use of most relevant platform: 
Jesus started his ministry by teaching in Synagogues because they were the most important institutions in 
the life of any Jew. Synagogues were situated in places where even only a few Jews were living. The 
Synagogues have been defined as" the popular religious Universities of their day." If a man had any religious 
teaching or religious ideas to disseminate the synagogue was unquestionably the place to start. 
Also, the synagogue service was such that it gave the new teacher his chance to share his new ideas. There 
were three parts in the synagogue service. The first part consisted of prayers. The second part consisted of 
reading from the Book of Law and from the prophets, readings in which members of the congregation took 
part. The third part was the address. The important fact is that there was no one person to give the address. 
There was no such thing as professional ministry. The president of the synagogue presided over the 
arrangements for the service. Any distinguished stranger could be asked to give the address, and anyone 
with a message to give might volunteer to give it, and, if the ruler or president of the synagogue judged him 
to be fit person to speak, he was allowed to speak. After the address there was time for talk, and questions, 
and discussion. The synagogue was the ideal place in which to get a new teaching across to the people.  
Jesus utilised this platform very wisely and carefully to communicate his teaching to the congregation of 
synagogue. He also had a chance to explain his teachings in detail and have discussion on it. 
 

C. Started the ministry with three important things:  
So we come to know that Jesus started his teaching from synagogue. He also preached from this platform 
But not only did Jesus preach; he also healed the sick. It was little wonder that reports of what he was doing 
went out and people came crowding to hear him, and to see him, to receive healing from the sickness. We 
see that not only Jews but the Gentiles also come to Jesus Christ for what he alone could give them. 
This passage is of great importance because it gives us a brief summary of the three great activities of Jesus's 
life. 
(1 ) He came proclaiming the gospel, or, as  the A.V. and R.S.V. have, he came preaching. Preaching is 
proclamation of certainties. Therefore Jesus came to defeat men's ignorance. He came to tell them the truth 
about God, to tell them which by themselves, they could never have found out. He came to put an end to 
guessing and to groping, and to show men what God is like. 
 
(ii ) He came to teach in the synagogue. The difference between teaching and preaching - Preaching is the 
uncompromising proclamation of certainties; teaching is the explanation of the meaning and significance of 
them. Therefore Jesus came to defeat men's misunderstandings.There are times when men know the truth 
and misinterpret it. They know the truth and draw the wrong conclusions from it. Jesus came to tell men the 
meaning of true religion. 
 
( iii )He came to heal all those who needed healing. That is to say, Jesus came to defeat the men's pain.  The 
important thing about Jesus was that he was not satisfied with simply telling mem the truth in word; he came 
to turn that truth into deeds. Jesus realised his own teaching in deeds of help and healings. 



Jesus came preaching that he might defeat all ignorance. He came teaching  that he might defeat 
all  misunderstandings. He came healing  that he might defeat all pain. 
 

We, too, proclaim our certainties; we too must be ready to explain our faith; we, too, must turn the ideal 
into action and into deeds. 

 
 
Pradeep and Sarah Failbus  -  Worked for 39 years and 29 years with TLM( most at Anandaban,Nepal) Now retired and 

settled at: Kathgodam, District Nainital   Uttarakhand, India   
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Psalm 119 

 

Samekh 

113 I hate double-minded people, 
    but I love your law. 

114 You are my refuge and my shield; 
    I have put my hope in your word. 
115 Away from me, you evildoers, 

    that I may keep the commands of my God! 
116 Sustain me, my God, according to your promise, and I will live; 

    do not let my hopes be dashed. 
117 Uphold me, and I will be delivered; 

    I will always have regard for your decrees. 
118 You reject all who stray from your decrees, 

    for their delusions come to nothing. 
119 All the wicked of the earth you discard like dross; 

    therefore I love your statutes. 
120 My flesh trembles in fear of you; 

    I stand in awe of your laws. 
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Word Leprosy  Day 

Towards a Just, Righteous and Inclusive Society 

 

‘Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.’ - Isaiah 60:1 

In November last year I was fortunate enough to attend The Global Forum of Persons Affected by Leprosy in 

Hyderabad, India. The Forum was organised by the Sasakawa Health Foundation to give persons affected 

organisations the opportunity to come together to share experiences, learn from one another, and discuss 

issues of common interest. 

Around 100 delegates attended the meeting representing many different persons affected organisations 

from across the world. It was a wonderful time of friendship and camaraderie.  In talking to participants, 

they told me they felt enriched, encouraged, empowered, and energised. One person said, ‘we are always 

excited when we have the opportunity to come together and meet.’  

As an observer at the meeting, I was inspired by what I saw; here were people with lived experience of 

leprosy, representing tens of thousands of others affected by leprosy, interacting and speaking with 

confidence, challenging the status quo, and articulating their right to live their lives with dignity. It was a 

picture of hope and aspiration! 

I couldn’t help but compare my observations of this meeting in Hyderabad with the historical account of 

TLM’s founder, Wellesley Bailey, when he first encountered persons affected by leprosy in Ambala, India 

some 150 years ago. Bailey’s depiction of the ‘leprosy sufferers’ he met seems to have been one of 

hopelessness and despair. Much progress has been made in the time since, but much still needs to be done 

before the millions affected by leprosy around the world can truly live their lives with dignity. 

In Isaiah Chapter 60, the prophet gives a powerful vision; that of a subjugated and oppressed Israel, ‘arising’ 

after generations in captivity and exile, shining God’s glory to all other nations by their example.  The vision 

is of Israel being a model of a just and righteous society, where no one is excluded or marginalised. Other 

nations will be attracted and drawn in by this example, and of the ‘light’ shining from God’s people. What a 

wonderful vision Isaiah depicts!  

An essential part of TLM’s ministry is working towards zero leprosy discrimination; towards a just and 

righteous society where all persons affected by leprosy can live their lives with dignity. When we empower 

and give opportunities and platforms for persons affected to speak up on issues of importance to them, I 

believe we move a step closer to the vision the prophet Isaiah depicts. 

As we come to World Leprosy Day 2023, I am both encouraged and challenged. Firstly encouraged by the 

progress made by persons affected by leprosy in speaking up and advocating on issues of importance to 

them. Secondly challenged by the work that still needs to be done in order for all persons affected across 

the world to fully realise living their lives with dignity. This World Leprosy Day may we be inspired and 

challenged by Isaiah’s words and for a just, righteous and inclusive society. 

 

Brent Morgan – International Director of The Leprosy Mission London, United Kingdom 
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For silent meditation or discussion 
 

 

 
 

Kindly shared by Helen Walton 
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Truth 

 

John 18:36-38     36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 

my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.”37 “You are a king, then!” said 

Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to 

testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this 

he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find no basis for a  charge against him.   

“What is truth?” This particular question seems very relevant today. Perhaps the easier question is to ask, 

“What is untruth?” I am afraid that truth doesn’t seem to be based on hard facts so much as beliefs. Untruths 

are often those facts that don’t agree with my opinions. Perhaps that is why we have not been so discerning 

in picking out false news items or indeed in being able to distinguish opinion from fact. Here was Pilate, the 

judge in a court of law, struggling with truth. What a pity he didn’t hang around to find out the answer to his 

question. I suspect it was rhetorical; he already knew the answer and rushed out to confirm that Jesus was 

innocent. 

Still, I would like to have known what Jesus would have answered. Would he have said as he did to the 

disciples “I am”? Or would he have thrown the question back to Pilate as He so often did with non-believers. 

I think what Pilate was really saying to Jesus was that life is not black and white, particularly for a ruler or 

politician. There are a lot of grey areas. That was the dilemma that Pilate found himself in. Actually, his 

judgement was not about the truth but rather what was the best way forward that would preserve his 

position and not cause a riot. If you’d asked Pilate he might have said that truth had to be sacrificed for the 

greater good. Not the first or the last politician to have thought that.  

Jesus was much clearer he had come into the world to testify to the truth. “The truth” what is that? Well, it 

has to be related to the kingdom of God and what they had previously been discussing. The truth for Jesus 

is not an opinion or a side. It is not about being right and everyone else wrong, it is the deep reality that 

Jesus is the Son of God (I am), truth incarnate, who came into the world to bring us back to God. Truth as a 

kingdom concept is rooted in God’s ways and values. To learn more about truth we need to listen to Jesus 

and be filled, as He was, with grace and truth. 

 

With re-publishing this devotion of her we lovingly remember the late June Nash, former TLM missionary, 

trainer and director, who with her services, deep faith and joyful heart enormously contributed to TLM’s 

spirituality. Went into glory in 2022. By faith she still speaks, even though she is dead. (Hebr 11,4) RIP 
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