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Have a blessed Advent and Christmastime, 

and God’s love and grace in 2023! 

He is faithful! 



December  __________________________________ ___________________________________ Thursday 1 

 
The lovely Christine Osman, faithful contributor and English lector of The Bridge offered a wonderful Big Sing 

for us. She put it “kitchen ready” together, thus in case you wanting to perform it in your unit, church, guild, 

hospital or office you easily can do!  

With thanks to Christine! 

 

 

Christmas Big Sing – December 2022 
 

Christmas Journeys 

 
[Nativity Scene set out at the front of the church.  If the cameras are on, maybe they should just focus on 

that scene throughout.   

It may be that you want to have more than one angel, shepherd and wise man take part – make the change 

when a carol is being sung. It might be good if you could persuade a man to read the Joseph part] 

 

Leader Welcome 

Many of you will make special journeys at Christmas time – to be with family or friends or 

maybe just a lunch in town…  Advent, the season we are now in is a journey of preparation 

for Christmas remembering the various preparations God made for the birth of His Son in 

Bethlehem.  At that first Christmas there were many special journeys and we will look at 

some of them as this afternoon we start our own journey to Christmas 2022. 

 

Faint ringing of bells in the distance  

 

As we hear the Christmas Bells ringing far in the distance let’s start our journey to them by 

singing just the chorus of the carol Sweet Chiming Christmas Bells 

 

Carol Sweet Chiming Christmas Bells maybe at this point just the chorus as part of the 

introduction to the afternoon (or maybe I can write a new verse???) 

 

Prayer  Do your own or do you want me to write one here? 

 

Leader As we recall the events relating to that first Christmas one of the people frequently referred 

to is the angel.  Many journeys were made by angels over years of preparation as well as at 

the event itself.  Let’s hear about that now from one of them. 

 

Angel I have told you in previous years that one of our privileges is to take God’s special messages 

to people on earth.   As you will have seen on the TV coverage of the funeral of the late 

Queen, many plans need to be made well in advance for big events (sometimes years and 

sometimes centuries) and many activities go on behind the scenes to make sure that 

everything works just right. 



The birth of the Saviour of the World was no different and we angels were involved in that.  

For us, that first Christmas was a very busy time.  But before that many things had to be put 

in place and our job was to assist The Holy Spirit in some of these – the prophets had to tell 

the people a long time in advance; the star had to be put in place at the right time and we 

even needed to help the Wise Men (yes, they truly were wise and very clever) work out why 

the star was there and what it meant so that they could prepare for their long journey. 

 

Carol  Hark the Herald Angels Sing - verse 1 

 

Reading Isaiah 9:2; 6-7 

 

Angel But in everything we do we need to give people reassurance.  Reassurance that they do not 

need to be afraid of us and reassurance that the messages we bring are indeed from God 

himself.  Let me just give you a flavour of what we got up to at that time: 

First, I had to make several journeys to sort out the birth of John – later known as John the 

Baptist.  I went to tell Zechariah that although both he and his wife Elizabeth were getting 

on in years, they would have a child who would grow up to make ready the people for the 

Messiah.  He really didn’t believe me, or maybe he didn’t want to believe me.  To make him 

understand, I made him unable to speak – he would be silent until his son would be born.  I 

even told him the baby boy should be named John.   I know they didn’t really understand 

what an important person this son of their old age would be. 

 

Carol  Hark the Herald Angels Sing - verses 2 and 3 

 

Reading  Luke 1:11-20 

 

Play the Christmas Bells again, just a little bit louder 

 

Angel Then there was my journey to visit to Mary, to tell her that she had been chosen by God to 

be the mother of the Son of God.  Oh, I remember the real fear of that young girl, Mary, 

when I told her she was to have a baby, a special baby sent from God.  Yet after some 

persuasion, how willingly she accepted the role God had planned for her.  I was privileged to 

be able to watch over her during the months of her pregnancy in case God needed me to go 

back to reassure her again.  “I am the Lord’s servant.  May it be to me as you have said” – I 

will never forget those words spoken by Mary as she willingly acquiesced to God’s will for 

her. 

My next journey was to Joseph, Mary’s fiancé.  That was very different.  It took a long time 

to persuade him not to divorce Mary but to accept her as his wife.  I was sure that he did 

not understand just what his role as the earthly father of the Saviour would be. 

I watched all the time Elizabeth was pregnant and rejoiced with her in his birth and when 

Zechariah confirmed “in writing” the baby’s name as John, I was so pleased I could restore 

his power of speech. 

I watched all the time Mary was pregnant, just to make sure she was ok and that Joseph 

would not suddenly abandon her.  I really wanted to make an extra journey as Mary and 

Joseph journeyed to Bethlehem just before the baby was born.  I wanted to help them but 

God told me to have patience and not to interfere with His plans. 

 

Reading Luke 2:4-7 

 



Carol  Away in a Manger 

 

Angel All the angels rejoiced with me when that baby was born in Bethlehem – just like God had 

inspired the prophets to tell many years ago.  But we had another job to do that night, 

another journey to make.  What a joy that was to tell the shepherds on that windswept 

hillside.  I took the choir too so that they could sing Hallelujah at the top of their voices.  

[recording playing Hallelujah loudly!]  Those shepherds were really frightened at first and it 

took time to calm everything down.  Last year I told you that I had singled out a young lad 

and made a connection with him so that I could tell him about the birth of that really special 

baby in Bethlehem.  When we saw them all set off on their own journey to see this baby, we 

had to arrange for some of our group to stay to watch over the sheep. 

What a night! we were so busy, but…. what a wonderful night it was when Jesus was born.  

As you sit, just imagine the scene, and listen again to that choir of angels singing as loudly as 

they could their Hallelujah to the new-born King. 

So, I and my friends had some busy times and some interesting journeys relating to that first 

Christmas. 

We wish you all a Very Happy and Peaceful Christmas as you continue your advent journey 

to Christmas and remember we are still around ready to do as God tells us to. 

 

[Play recording of Hallelujah.  Eg https://youtu.be/SXh7JR9oKVE (just the Hallelujah not the other 

words)] 

 

Leader Well, those angels certainly had some interesting journeys leading up to that first Christmas.  

I am sure that we too will have some interesting journeys over this Christmas.   Before we 

move on, let’s sing bringing our heartfelt praise to God as we remember what we have 

heard of the journeys of the angels and of their chorus of Hallelujahs. 

 

Carol Joy to the World – verses 1 and 3 

 

Play the Christmas Bells again, just a little louder 

 

Leader As we hear those bells again, getting a little nearer, let’s think about some of the other 

journeys which are part of the story of that first Christmas.  We know that Mary had some 

journeys so let’s hear from her about some of them. 

 

Mary Why me?  That’s what I keep asking myself.  Why me?  I mean it was obvious what people 

were going to say.  The sly looks; the knowing grins; the wagging tongues.   And Joseph – 

well, he really hit the roof, even though the angel had told him all about the special privilege 

for us.  It all really hurt, more than anyone will ever know.  I never realised that people could 

be so cruel. 

 The thoughts just kept falling over one another in my head.  I’m going to have a baby and 

I’m not married.  I’m going to have a baby who will be God’s own Son.  I don’t understand 

how, or why it should be me.  But I believe it, I believe it with all my heart even if no one 

else does! 

 So, I’m going to visit Elizabeth – the angel told me she is going to have a baby too.  That 

seems even more incredible – she is surely too old to conceive but then think of Sarah, 

Abraham’s wife all those years go.  I am sure Elizabeth will understand my anxieties and my 

confusion – that’s why I’m going to visit her.  It’s a long journey to cover so many miles over 

several days but I’m sure my time with her will be a help to her and to me.  At least I can talk 

https://youtu.be/SXh7JR9oKVE


to her about the months of the pregnancy and I guess she has also had some snide remarks 

during these months.  

 

Reading Luke 1:39-45,56 

 

Leader As we think of these two women sharing precious time together, sharing their thoughts 

together, sharing their experiences of God together, let’s sing about the birth of Jesus and 

what He would mean not just for Elizabeth and Mary, not just for Mary and Joseph but what 

the birth of this truly special baby would mean for us all these centuries later.  Let’s 

remember that Jesus was born to bring the message of the Salvation of God the world, 

indeed to us. 

 

Carol Infant Holy 

 

Elizabeth When I saw Mary coming, I knew something special had happened, something quite out of 

the ordinary.  I ran to embrace her, sharing her joy.  Even my baby knew about Mary’s baby!  

How wonderful that she has made that long difficult journey to come to spend time here 

with me. 

 There was me, scarcely able to contain my excitement about my baby and Mary has brought 

a real sense of bewilderment with her.  It was that, I think, that brought home to me the 

special way God was working in our lives and I was privileged, despite the age gap, to be 

able to be the friend she so badly needed.  Co-incidence – you call it that if you like – we 

know better!  The two of us aware that God was supremely at work in our lives but not yet 

realising what you know that it was not just our lives that God was changing through the 

babies we carried within us, but the world itself, the very course of history, transformed 

forever. 

 I am so glad Mary made this journey and we have been able to spend this time together – 

with each other and with God.  I pray for her as she makes that long journey back to her 

family and to Joseph.  It will be harder for her this time and there will be no way to hide her 

pregnancy now. 

  

 

Leader As we think about that time Mary spent with Elizabeth, we indeed thank God that these two 

women were able to be friends and to support each other in those bewildering and exciting 

times.  We think too of the important relationship that would be in later years between 

these two expected babies.  

We can think too of those friends we will link up with at Christmas whether with special 

visits or long telephone or facetime calls.  We can each take a little time during our personal 

journey to Christmas to think of our friends, those with whom we have shared experiences, 

doubts, memories, and celebrations over the years.  As we start to think of the next 

Christmas journey, we sing our next carol. 

 

Carol Once in royal David’s City – verses 1, 2 and 6 

 

Reading Luke 2:1-7 

 

Leader Earlier we heard from Mary.  Let’s now hear from Joseph as he tells of that journey to 

Bethlehem. 

 



Joseph  These have been difficult months for me.  First there were those visits from Gabriel telling 

me that Mary was going to have a baby – I thought I was having a nightmare, who was the 

father of my Mary’s baby?  It was a lot to take in that this baby was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and ordained by God Himself.  It was a lot to take in but somehow, I had this feeling 

deep within my soul that God had touched me and that, like it or not, our lives were 

changed forever.  Then Mary went on that journey to visit and spend time with her cousin 

Elizabeth. 

 Now we are on this journey to Bethlehem – you know it’s about 80 miles.  It’s a rough 

journey and especially for Mary as the time for the baby to be born is so close.  It is so hard 

to see her pain every time there is a bump on the road, and there are many of them, to see 

her pray that somehow, it’s not much further.  Did we do right to come on this journey – but 

really, we had no choice, we had to go to Bethlehem because I belong to the family of king 

David.  I’ve done what I could to help her, sometimes she has walked, sometimes got a lift 

on a wagon but the bumps are worse that way.   You know these roads are not like anything 

you have to walk on they are really just wide paths.  And you know, there’s no way Mary 

can ride a donkey.  There seems to be no way to make this journey any easier for her and 

we must go slower than everyone else so it is taking a long time. 

 At last, I see Bethlehem in the distance.  We have been delayed so often, our journey has 

been slow and I don’t know where we can find a place to stay.  Will there still be 

somewhere?  Maybe with some relatives, or maybe an inn would have a room? 

 

Leader Well, how would you make a journey of 80 miles today?  Think about a young pregnant 

mother today making the journey to hospital – maybe by car, maybe by ambulance, maybe 

even by helicopter to have her first child.  Joseph was taking Mary on this journey – no 

paved roads, no taxis or cars, no hospital at the other end, where would they even stay?  He 

sees this town just coming into view.  Let’s sing again about that town and that night. 

 

  

Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem – verses 1 and 3 

 

Play the Christmas Bells again, just a little louder 

  

Joseph Yes, I hear those Christmas bells, but I need to tell you about the end of that journey.  I was 

at my wits end, I can tell you.   We had managed to reach Bethlehem with no mishap but 

Mary was exhausted and it was clear the baby would not wait much longer.  She was the 

one who had been calm all the way here.  I don’t know how she has managed it and now I 

had to come up with a place to stay.  The town already seemed overcrowded with all the 

extra people.  The places I had stayed before could not take us in.  Even with friends and 

family there’s no room.  God, this baby is your Son, please show me the place you have for 

us?  There must be somewhere…but where? 

 Oh no, another place full up…what is the man saying?  We can stay in the stable – well we 

need to get shelter somewhere.   We can rest here; Mary can lie down.  It’s not much of a 

place, but there’s a roof over our heads, a shelter from the wind and cold night air.  The 

baby can be born here.  I feel bad I couldn’t find a better place.  

 Pause  

 

Play the Christmas Bells just a little louder 

 

 Pause 



 

 Do you hear that? – the cry of a baby!  The cry of the Son of God!  Yes, I know it is a boy and 

His name is Jesus. 

 What a journey this has been!  The stars are shining brightly outside.  What’s that I hear?  

Yes, that wonderful choir – they sound like angels, maybe they are! 

 

Leader Yes, the baby has been born and we rejoice as we join to sing 

 

Carol The Virgin Mary had a Baby Boy – verses 1 and 2 

 

Leader What a journey Mary and Joseph have had.  Not just the physical journey from Nazareth to 

Bethlehem but the spiritual and emotional journey too.  But God has been on that journey 

with them.  He chose them, He sent His angel to them, he encouraged them when they had 

doubts, when they didn’t believe, when they felt they could walk no further.  He does that 

for us today.  He encourages us when we are down, he ministers to us when we have 

doubts and He sustains us when we think we can go no further.  As we continue our journey 

towards our Christmas let’s rejoice in the birth of Jesus, He came to be our Saviour. 

 Let’s think about another journey now as we hear from one of the Shepherds. 

 

Shepherd  Well, we are on the path down towards Bethlehem.  What a night it has been.  Up there on 

the hillside beside the sheep pen, we had a visit from an Angel – he said he had been sent 

by God to tell us about the birth of a baby boy in Bethlehem.  It was so amazing – the whole 

hillside was bathed in a light such as we have never seen before and I don’t know if you can 

even imagine.  There was the most amazing singing of Hallelujah – the angel said that was 

the heavenly choir.  Well, I don’t know about that but somehow we find ourselves on this 

unexpected and unplanned journey to see a baby. 

  

Reading Luke 2:8-16 

 

Shepherd Let’s just keep going, the sooner we get there, the sooner we can get back to the quiet 

hillside and the sheep.  Goodness, we’re all here.  Who is looking after our sheep?  I just 

hope that angel stayed around to do that. 

 Good, now we are on the city streets and yes, we are moving towards that star, that really 

bright star the angel told us to aim for.  Oh, we are right here under the star beside a stable?  

Yes, that’s right a stable.  I forgot the angel told us the baby would be in a manger.  And 

listen can you hear those angels singing Hallelujah still? 

 [play the Hallelujah again] 

 

Carol While Shepherds Watched – verses 1, 3, and 4 

 

Shepherd There’s just one more thing I should tell you about our journey back to the hillside.  Day was 

breaking and the town was beginning to come alive again.  Well, we just couldn’t stop 

ourselves.  We had such a feeling of being in the presence of God when we went into that 

barn and saw that wee baby in a manger.  We just had to tell everyone we met of our 

experiences that wonderful night. 

 

Leader There is one Christmas journey that has always intrigued me.  The carol we are going to sing 

shortly tells us that the star guided not just the shepherds but the wise men from a far 

country.  Earlier we heard the angel tell of how they had to make sure the star was shining in 



time for the wise men to see it and make their long journey.  We know it was a long and 

arduous journey and there was a bit of a detour on the way, but they had a guide for the trip 

– a star of wonder.  

 

Carol The first Nowell – verses 3, 4, and 5 

 

Reading Matthew 2:1, 2, 8-12 

 

Wise Man Back in my country, we are called magi.  Some call us wise men and I suppose we are.  Some 

call us kings but that we definitely are not.  We take a real interest in the movement of the 

stars and the planets in the sky.  We had learned a little of what the stars could tell us of 

events, natural events that might happen soon.  We look for unusual occurrences and try to 

work out mathematically what they might mean.  Our group had been doing that for centuries 

and sometimes we are quite accurate in predicting big storms and or events that would affect 

the whole country or region. 

 One day, while we were plotting the stars, we found a new star.  As the months and even 

years went by, it seemed to become more and more significant in the sky.  As we plotted 

where it was, we realised that it was centred somewhere above the region around Jerusalem 

– we knew where that was although we did not know the names of the small towns in that 

region.  Something important was going to happen where that star would come to rest – 

something so important that we wanted to be there to see for ourselves.  We thought a new 

king would be born, someone who would change the whole world.  We planned a trip – it 

would be a long trip and we would need to take our tents, our provisions, and our servants 

with us.  We would be busy ourselves on the way as we continued to follow the course and 

activity of that special star.  It would be a long journey over many hundreds of miles but it 

was IMPORTANT for us to see for ourselves. 

 Someone in your generation wrote of us: 

 

Leader  “We are the seekers, the dreamers, mystical travellers, believers, risking it all on a star, 

Knowing there’s someone out there, searching the far constellations, seeking the source of 

creation; 

Love is the treasure we bring, oh, how we long to be there.” 

 

Let’s sing again  

 

Carol  As with gladness men of old – verses 1, 2, and 3 

 

Wise Man Well, what a journey, it has taken us a very long time but at last we’ve made it to where the 

star was leading us.  We had many setbacks, like when some of the camels decided they 

wanted to go on a different journey.  Like when we went to Jerusalem because that’s where 

we thought this new King would be.  We had to hang around there for some time while 

Herod and his sidekicks worked out where we really wanted to go be.  He was obviously 

trying to work out what a rival would mean to his power and authority, even if that rival was 

just a baby!  All the time the star was near but somehow not quite over us.  I really feel 

uneasy about their reactions.  I would warn his parents to maybe take the child and hide 

away for a while, just in case. 

We’d wasted time there but hey, the star was still there with us as we headed to the right 

place.  We were almost falling over ourselves in our hurry to get here.  



.   As soon as we saw that young child with his parents, we knew we had arrived at the right 

place, we knew he was the one, the one we had come to see.  He was just a baby but…you 

could tell somehow, he was not just the King of the Jews, he was someone special for the 

whole world.  I am supposed to be a wise man but I couldn’t tell you what was special – it 

just was!!  This is the King of Kings. 

We gave them the gifts we had brought.  What inspired us to bring those specific gifts based 

on our study of the star – I’ll leave you to work that out.  

 

Leader Well, that is the last of our Christmas journeys but… Before we finish, I wonder why these 

important men felt that the birth of Jesus was so important that they needed to make that 

long and difficult journey and yet the chief priest and the teacher of the law who seemed to 

know and understand the prophecies didn’t make the journey themselves. 

The story of the Magi is so special because they are the first people who are described 

explicitly as worshipping Jesus.  

Let’s bring our advent journey to a close hear those bells really close and loud now as we 

sing  

 

Carol  Sweet Chiming Christmas Bells 

 
Play the Christmas Bells again, really loudly 

 

Prayer  Father, we pray that as we make our own preparations and journey towards this Christmas 

you will show us how: 

to bow down to worship the humblest of Kings  

to bring him the best that we have 

to say that we love him, and that we are his, and  

to give him the throne of our hearts. 

 
Thank you, Lord for Christmas, because it is a reminder that: 
In a world filled with sadness there is your Joy 
In a world filled with despair there is your Hope 
In a world filled with war there is your Peace 
We rejoice in your Love that comes down at Christmas. 
Amen 

 
Leader  May you know that Love, Joy, Hope and Peace in your heart  

at Christmas and throughout the coming year. 
  Now I am sure you are ready for that cup of tea through in the hall. 

 

 

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International 

 

 



December  __________________________________ _____________________________________ Friday 2 

                                                                                                                                        
God’s Heart for the Poor; I am His Steward 

What does God command us to do for the poor? 

 

An oft asked question is, what is important – proclamation of salvation through faith in Jesus or meeting the 
needs of the poor? The underlying dilemma is one of Christian stewardship. A steward is the vessel through 
which God (the Creator) pours out His grace to humanity. Man is the custodian of God’s grace. 

Defend the defenseless poor 

Psalm 82:3–4 “Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. 
Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”    God is a God of justice and wants 
his people to make a difference in the world, standing up for those who cannot stand up for themselves and 
sharing what we have with those who have nothing. God recognizes that the evil in man’s heart will make 
him trample upon the defenseless poor. The rich and powerful will snatch away the rights of the 
disadvantaged, a life of equity, equality and justice. The powerful will oppress the powerless. It is the base 
human nature. Historically, the powerful have used wealth, religion, political power and social systems to 
perpetuate marginalization of the poor. They  appropriate power/influence in the society to accentuate 
socio-economic inequities. At times even people movements for the upliftment of the masses end up 
creating bastions of power of a few. So God says that a believer must stand up for the poor against the 
oppressors. This is a massive challenge in the current day world of polarization of power through a variety 
of means. 

Provide for the needs of the poor 

Deuteronomy 15:7-8 “If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your poor brother. Rather be 
open-handed and freely lend him whatever he needs.”   Because of the oppression and denial of 
opportunities for life and livelihood, many poor people suffer immensely. The greed to appropriate available 
resources by a few makes the vast majority of human population go hungry, have no shelter or no water to 
quench their physical thirst. To the stone hearted selfish man, God says be generous with what I have blessed 
you with. Sharing is caring. 

Giving the tithe or an offering to the Church or contributing to for the welfare of the poor is not a ritual. It is 
being willing to part with what one has, for the sake of those who do not have. Generosity is a pleasing act 
in the sight of God. It is not giving alms on occasions like major festivals but a conscious continuous effort to 
build the capacity of the poor to become independent in their livelihoods. Do not give only a fish to a hungry 
person but teach the person how to fish, so to speak. 

 

 



Not mere words but actions are necessary 

James 2:15-16 “Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?”  Giving 
lip service to the plight of the poor does no good. What is preached must be practiced. The Christian faith is 
action driven. A word may console a soul but does not fill a stomach. But a kind act of feeding the poor does. 
God wants us to be mindful of the physical needs of the poor as much as their spiritual needs. A well-
nourished body is as significant as a well-nourished spirit. Our care for the poor must be demonstrated in 
providing for their physical survival as well. Jesus had commended the old woman who gave two pennies to 
the work of the temple, which included feeding the poor. 

Do not defer charity 

Proverbs 3:27–28 “Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do not 
say to your neighbour, ‘Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow’ when you now have it with you.”    When a 
poor person is in need and one has the resources given by God, one must act pronto. Deferred charity does 
not serve God’s purpose. Charity delayed is charity denied. The needs of the poor have to be met at the right 
time. Otherwise the wishes and words of care for the poor are of no value. If the opportunity is not utilized 
by one, God will use another steward to fulfil His purpose of providing for the needy at the right time. It is 
an opportunity lost for the steward and not for God. 

Charity is not a choice for the Christian 

In gratitude, for His glory. 
 

 

Dr PLN Raju -  Former Director (Resource Mobilization)  The Leprosy Mission Trust India  New Delhi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December  __________________________________ ___________________________________ Saturday 3 
 

 

 

Psalm 119 

 

Waw 

41 May your unfailing love come to me, LORD, 

    your salvation, according to your promise; 
42 then I can answer anyone who taunts me, 

    for I trust in your word. 
43 Never take your word of truth from my mouth, 

    for I have put my hope in your laws. 
44 I will always obey your law, 

    for ever and ever. 
45 I will walk about in freedom, 

    for I have sought out your precepts. 
46 I will speak of your statutes before kings 

    and will not be put to shame, 
47 for I delight in your commands 

    because I love them. 
48 I reach out for your commands, which I love, 

    that I may meditate on your decrees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December  __________________________________ ____________________________________ Sunday 4 

 

 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

 

Luke 1, 39-45 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered 
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 
joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 

 



December  __________________________________ ___________________________________ Monday 5 

 

 

What kind of seed are you? 

 

We recently celebrated harvest in church, and the children asked many questions about the seeds that the 

local farmer had given them to plant. Many of the adults could not answer their questions about which 

seeds yielded which crop.  This reminded me of the parable of the Sower and the Seed, and that even the 

disciples did not seem to know what the parable meant, so it had to be explained (Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23). 

“The good seed is the person who hears the teaching and understands it.”  

I want to suggest to you that each one of us in the Global Fellowship is a ‘good seed’ who hears God’s word 

and understands it. We all understand that God calls us to produce fruit – sometimes 100 times more, 

sometimes 60 times more and sometimes 30 times more.  We are all active in doing God’s work, therefore 

the fruit we produce are the things we do in our lives for God. 

Seeds come in various shapes and sizes and each seed will grow in its own particular way.  Some will be 

small and bear fruit in the soil like carrots, and some will grow up into small shrubs like tomatoes.  Others 

will grow up much taller into sunflowers: either with a single flower the size of a dinner plate, or with 

multiple-headed flowers.  Other seeds will grow up into huge trees.  

 

We have a variety of gifts (the seeds that we sow) that we can offer as our service to God, at different times 

of our lives, using the different skills that we have.  Some people have a particular gift, a seed, that once 

planted grows into a huge tree. For example, people like Billy Graham the great evangelist from the 1950, 

60s and 70s; and Brother Andrew who smuggled Bibles into the Communist block during the Cold War, who 

died recently.  

However, not many of us plant seeds that grow into huge international ministries.  Most of us plant our 

seeds and they flourish locally, but these seeds are just as important as the high-profile ones mentioned 

above. We all have gifts, and we can be sure that God will bless each seed we develop. It seems that the 

most important thing to remember is when God calls us to do his work, we are expected to respond to that 

call. The parable of the Talents articulates this clearly. When the master gives the talents out and returns to 



find that two of the servants have done very well, the master, that is God, says to them,  ‘Well done, good 

and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 

and share your master’s happiness!’ Matthew 25:21. God is challenging us with the words “I will put you in 

charge of many things.” 

In these difficult economic, political and social times, God is calling us all to continue to serve him even more 

diligently.  He expects us to use the gifts that we have in these times, to support people affected by leprosy, 

our supporters and partners, our brothers and sisters in the Global Fellowship, and in doing so, to reveal 

God’s love for them.  So let us faithfully and lovingly rise to the challenge in this parable and focus on 

developing and growing our gifts, and produce fruit that is 100 times, 60 times or 30 times more for the 

benefit of the communities we serve, and to the glory of God. 

This harvest hymn seems a wonderful summary of our thankfulness for being God’s co-workers’. Please feel 

free to sing it:                                                                                                 

We plough the fields and scatter 

the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered 

by God's almighty hand… 

We thank you, then, O Father, 

for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, 

our life, our health, our food: 

accept the gifts we offer 

for all your love imparts; 

and what thou most desirest, 

our humble, thankful hearts. 

All good gifts around us 

are sent from heaven above. 

Then thank the Lord, oh thank the Lord, 

for all his love 

 

Jo-Anne Thomson -  Head of Fundraising, International Office 
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Open the eyes of my heart 

 

One of the favourite walks, of my wife and I, during lockdown was to go up the hill at the back of our house 

onto a main road. We would then walk down the road to the local High School and return home by taking a 

path alongside a stream and through a wood. We often did it at dusk and would sometimes stop on a bridge 

that let us look over several housing estates. We would gaze down as the lights began to come on across our 

town and Glasgow in the distance.  

Houses seemed to go on as far as the eye could see. And we would remark to each other, that once, not so 

very long ago it had all been fields. 

Once lockdown eased, we went to a local restaurant with some family members for afternoon tea. 

I remember looking out of their big picture windows over to a new development amazed at the number of 

new houses that had been built during lockdown. Not so very long ago it too had all been fields. 

Before you think I am a rabid advocate for the Protection of Scotland’s Green Spaces, read on. 

Houses of course means people. On those two occasions our gaze must have included hundreds, perhaps 

thousands of people just like us. Old, young, working, retired, babies, pupils, toddlers, students. People of 

different creeds, ethnicities, backgrounds all living in proximity to each other. 

I wish I could say that from the very beginning I looked out over all these streets and houses with the eyes 

of Jesus and with the compassion of Jesus. 

He would have stood on the bridge where we stood and seen, not houses, but sheep without a shepherd. 

(Matthew 9.36) 

He would have wept for all the people as he did when looking over to Jerusalem (Matthew 19.41-42) 

He would have said as he did near Sychar, “I tell you open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for 

harvest.” (John 4.35) 

To my shame it took quite a few walks for the penny to drop and for me to see people not just houses. People 

who were not yet part of God’s family because they did not know, they had not heard the Good News of the 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus. No one had told them. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, that I may see Jesus, 
and as I see Jesus more clearly, 

help me see everything else from his perspective. 
Help me to see people with gospel eyes. 

 

John Twynam – Perkins - Formerly chair of TLM Scotland 
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Personal reflection 
 

 

 

Matt 7:1-6   Teach me not to blame others for bad things that happen to me and in my life. I always remind 

myself and refer to this passage when I am in the difficult situation. 

 

I have bad experiences since 2008, it was a really difficult situation for me because I am blind.  

At that moment me and my wife who is also blind were living in a very poor situation (now still poor but way 

better) with no money, no house over our head, no proper job we could only stay with a neighbour who 

allowed us to use their kitchen space or spare room that they don’t use, I can’t described the condition but 

all I know that there was a roof over us so we had shade and did not get wet when it rained. The problem 

was, that when the owner lost  something they always pointed at us as though we are the thieves because 

we are blind, every time when something gone wrong or lost they blamed us and make problems for us with 

bad words  sometimes even tried to beat us. In 2018 some of my friends, who we considered as  brothers 

because we are all blind, insult me, say the bad words to me and they even came as a group to abused me 

physically because they believed what others told him about me.  

Me and my wife always forgave them, we still pray regularly for them, we never think to take revenge on 

them, we pray and we believed that God is on our side, even when we went through bad situations we are 

safe and secure, because our heart is loving them as God has loved us. We don’t blame them; we evaluate 

ourselves day by day to be better so God can grant better life for us. 

Now we have jobs, we have ability to rent a proper house, we have a home for our family and that is all we 

need.  We continue to show them God’s love because He is love. We forgive because God has forgiven us.   

For us, listening to His words and prayer is enough for us. Amen 

 

 

Alberto Aleixo – I am blind  .  Gender Officer – TLM Timor Leste 
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"Goodness Of God" – Part 1 
 
 
Have you ever thought how to define the goodness of God?  

To define define: 
It is: “To state or describe exactly the nature, scope, or meaning of” … in today’s context - 
the “goodness of God”.  

 
How do you measure the goodness of God? 

To define measure: 
“It means you’re comparing one thing to another”. 

 
When you try, there is nothing that you can compare to the goodness of Our Heavenly Father to because: 

You’re comparing an earthly experience to an eternal fact! There is no way to compare or even try 
to understand it.  

 
My personal understanding and experience is I can’t fully define or measure the goodness of God! 

“I live in it and I experience it”.  
 
I believe in God, not because my parents to told me, not because the church told me, but because I’ve 
experience and live in His goodness and mercy every day of my life. 
 
This is what I do know, without any doubt: 

Psalms 23:6 NKJV 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life;  

 
In Exodus 33:18-19 Moses asked God:  

“Please, show me Your glory.”  
Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the 
Lord before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion.  

 
Four, no five words that stand out to me:  

…glory, goodness, gracious, compassion, mercy! 
 
Lamentations 3:22-26 

“ Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness.  
 
I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him. ’The Lord is good to those whose 
hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  

 
Five words, no six words have great meaning to me: 

…glory, goodness, gracious, compassion, mercy & love! 

https://biblereasons.com/god-quotes/


 
Just over two years ago Babs and moved to England to spend whatever days we have left on earth close to 
our precious grandchildren and children.  

• The timing was perfect: …because it was God ordained and God prepared for us! 

• We left the nation of our birth where we had had many varied experiences  

• Good, bad, lived through a civil war that started in the 1890’s and ended 90 years later  
 
Yet there was always time and place to serve Our Heavenly Father and experience His goodness! 

We never allowed fear and failure to dominate our lives! 
If you do: Fear will dominate you and corrode our confidence in God’s goodness. 

 
In 1972 at the age of 25 I was diagnosed with Hanson’s (lepromatous) disease, having contracted the 
disease at the age of five. 

• At that time when I was 25 I was living in a backslidden state. Living in a detour away from my 
Christian roots and experience.  

• In 1974 I was in hospital with a terrible type 2 reaction.  

• Jesus visited me! (That’s a whole story o its own.) 

• To me then and now: Jesus still visits people with Hanson’s disease! 

• In 1978 Babs was diagnosed with Hanson’s disease. 

• In 1980 I had a leg amputated after three years of multiple horrific infections.  

• In 2020 a finger amputated.  

• In 2021 a toe amputated.  

• In 2022 Babs & I have the privilege of traveling to many places doing advocacy work for fellow 
Leprosy sufferers.  

 
…Surely goodness and mercy shall follow YOU (Babs and I) All the days of YOUR life;  

 
 
 
Dan Izzett  -  Zimbabwe. Retired pastor.  I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI  board for eight 

years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years.  I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have 
relocated to the UK to live with our children.    
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"Goodness Of God" – Part 2 
 
 
 
I quote my best friend: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14,27 

 
It’s not a worldly peace - this peace comes from heaven! 
 
Six words, no seven words that greatly affect me: 

…glory, goodness, gracious, compassion, mercy, love & peace! 
 
Today Our Heavenly Father has called and commissioned Babs and I to travel wherever He sends us to be 
advocates for Leprosy sufferers! 
 
There is this very precious song to me  

I love You Lord - Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days - I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up - Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
All my life You have been faithful - All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able - I will sing of the goodness of God.   
 
Your goodness is running after - It's running after me 
Your goodness is running after - It's running after me 
With my life laid down - I'm surrendered now 
I give You everything - Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me 
 

There are four words, no five words, no six words, no seven words that try to define the undefinable 
goodness of God.  

…glory, goodness, gracious, compassion, mercy, love & peace! 
 
When you grasp these words and you let them saturate your, mind, your soul and your heart this scripture 
takes on a new meaning: 

…And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose. 

 
Let’s say: 

…glory, goodness, gracious, compassion, mercy, love & peace!  
…shall follow me All the days of my life;  



 
All my life You have been faithful - All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able - I will sing of the goodness of God.   

 
I love your voice - You have led me through the fire 
And in darkest night you are close like no other 
I've known you as a Father - I've known you as a Friend 
And I have lived in the goodness of God, 

 
When queen Esther went to the king: 

“Then the king extended the gold sceptre to Esther and she arose and stood before him.” 
 
Today as we stand before The King of kings, He is extending His sceptre to you and me, so we exclaim:  

All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so, so good 

 

👑 Our Heavenly Father is holding out His sceptre to you today – come!  
 
 
 

Dan Izzett  -  Zimbabwe. Retired pastor.  I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI  board for eight 

years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years.  I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have 
relocated to the UK to live with our children.    
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Psalm 119  

 

Zayin 

49 Remember your word to your servant, 

    for you have given me hope. 

50 My comfort in my suffering is this: 

    Your promise preserves my life. 

51 The arrogant mock me unmercifully, 

    but I do not turn from your law. 

52 I remember, LORD, your ancient laws, 

    and I find comfort in them. 

53 Indignation grips me because of the wicked, 

    who have forsaken your law. 

54 Your decrees are the theme of my song 

    wherever I lodge. 

55 In the night, LORD, I remember your name, 

    that I may keep your law. 

56 This has been my practice: 

    I obey your precepts. 
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Mary’s Song 

 

46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47 

    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 

    of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 

49 
    for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 

    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

    from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things 

    but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, 

    just as he promised our ancestors.” 
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 

 

Luke 1,46-56 
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Do like Mary 
 
 
Mary said: I am the handmaid of the Lord. Be it done to me according to your word!   Luke 1.38 
 
Mary was like us: human, imperfect, sinful. When the angel came to ask her if she was willing to give birth 
to the long-awaited Messiah, Mary did not hesitate. She said yes and accepted the grace given to her and 
was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 
You are also called to carry Jesus, to present him to those who see you living. 
 
Yet she took big risks.  With those she loved, her family, her social circumstances, she found herself in a 
perilous situation to say the least. She was almost married to Joseph when the breakup threatened to 
separate them. She had to give birth alone and without help, far from the women of her family, in a 
miserable stable. 
 
But she became the mother of Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, son of the living God, Word made flesh. 
Then she retreated before her son because she understood who he was and the powerful mission that was 
his. 
 
Just like Mary, you are also called to carry Jesus, to represent him worthily in the contexts which are yours. 
God is waiting for Christ to be formed in you so that you display Him to others.  
The men and women around you long for the Savior's revelation. They don't need philosophical discourses, 
beautiful buildings, or religious morals. They want to see something real, different, powerful, miraculous… 
in you! 
 
What will touch this world is to see the character of Christ. To see Jesus through you, something different, 
miraculous: 
 
Love, perseverance in hardship, forgiveness, generosity, kindness ... Balanced families, happy couples, 
advancing and fulfilled men and women speak infinitely better than any pompous speech. 
So, follow Mary in her approach.  

 
Give your life to Jesus, let him grow in your heart and take all the room there. 

 

Faites comme Marie 
 

Marie dit : Je suis la servante du Seigneur. Qu’il me soit fait selon ta parole !  Luc 1.38 

Marie était comme nous : humaine, imparfaite, pécheresse. Lorsque l’ange est venu lui demander si elle 
voulait bien mettre au monde le Messie tant attendu, Marie n’a pas hésité. Elle a dit oui et a accepté la 
grâce qui lui était faite et a été remplie du Saint Esprit. 

about:blank


Vous êtes aussi appelé(e) à porter Jésus, à le présenter à ceux qui vous voient vivre. 

Elle a pourtant pris de gros risques. Amoureusement, familialement, socialement, elle s’est retrouvée dans 
une situation pour le moins périlleuse. Elle était quasiment mariée à Joseph, quand la rupture menaça de 
les séparer. Elle a dû accoucher seule et sans aide, loin des femmes de sa famille, dans une misérable 
étable. 

Mais elle est devenue la mère de Jésus-Christ, Sauveur du monde, fils du Dieu vivant, Parole faite chair. 
Puis, elle s’est effacée devant son fils parce qu’elle avait compris qui il était et la puissante mission qui était 
la sienne. 

Tout comme Marie, vous êtes aussi appelé(e) à porter Jésus, à le représenter dignement dans les contextes 
qui sont les vôtres. Dieu attend que Christ soit formé en vous afin de le montrer aux autres. 

Les hommes et les femmes qui vous entourent soupirent après la révélation du Sauveur. Ils n’ont pas 
besoin de discours philosophiques, de beaux édifices ou de morale religieuse. Ils veulent voir quelque 
chose de vrai, de différent, de puissant, de miraculeux… en vous ! 

Ce qui touchera ce monde, c’est de voir le caractère de Christ. D’apercevoir Jésus à travers vous, quelque 
chose de différent, de miraculeux : 

L’amour, la persévérance dans l’épreuve, le pardon, la générosité, la gentillesse... 

Des familles équilibrées, des couples heureux, des hommes et des femmes en progrès et épanouis, parlent 
infiniment mieux que n’importe quel discours pompeux. 

Alors, suivez Marie dans sa démarche.  

Donnez la vie à Jésus, laissez-le grandir dans votre cœur et prendre toute la place. 

 

Reverend Elie FOFOLO - Born on August 5, 1964, son of a Baptist Pastor, both parents died. I am a pastor of vocation and 

formation, in 2001 I had my degree in Theology at the Protestant University in Congo (U.P.C). After working as a Pastor in the local 
Church of Kingabwa 1 from 2004 to 2011, I had a meeting with Angelika Piefer who headed the Coordination of the Mission against 
Leprosy in the Democratic Republic of Congo, from where I had this passion for people affected by Leprosy and I invited Angelika 
to come to World Leprosy Day in our church on Sunday 29/01/2012, in Kingabwa. This work led us to discover two girls from the 
same family with signs of leprosy, and their brother ended up being infected, but all three were treated and in good health. This 
sparked this passion to work as a volunteer in raising awareness, mobilization and the relationship with the local churches of the 

platform "Church of Christ in Congo" (E.C.C in acronym).  - In July 2019, I obtained the Master in Psychotrauma, at the University 
of Kinshasa, at the Faculty of Medicine. Training that allows me to better listen to and accompany people who suffer trauma and 

stress for biopsychosocial care. - I am married to only one woman, Madame Espérance since 16/10/1988. From this union God 
gave us five children including two girls and three boys. Just like Abraham and Sarah, my wife and I, are willing to give up everything 
and go where the need for the Mission is felt. - Elie Fofolo is currently pastor at the local church of Masina 3, the 15th Congo 
Baptist Community in Kinshasa 
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The hole in the night! 

 

A child stands next to his father on a dark night, the sky veiled by clouds. Between clouds, suddenly the child 

sees a star. "Look Daddy, there's a hole in the night." 

This example opens the door to all hopes and yet - A spotlight on the situation of our world makes us tremble. 

The future that is taking shape is very bleak! Wars, pollution of the planet, economic insecurity, energy crisis, 

unemployment, crisis in homes and so on! 

John's gospel begins with these hopeful words: Speaking of Christ he says: "His life is the light that shines in 

darkness, and darkness can never extinguish it. Each of us who are called to reflect this light, can bring this 

hole into the darkness. Let us be amazed by raising our heads one of these next evenings looking at all these 

luminous stars. Light will have the last word! 

These words from Psalm 27 encourage me to continue my journey with confidence despite the 

circumstances: "The Lord is my light and my salvation. Who would I have feared? The Lord is the support of 

my life, who would I be afraid of? » 

 

Eric Chollet  - I'm retired for years. I used to work with TLM Switzerland for 32 years. During that time, I have had the privilege 

to stand in different committees (e.g. executive committee - directorate) with TLMI, which has been very rewarding. All along 

these years of service, I have met a lot of wonderful and dedicated people. May God continue to bless the mission for His glory. 

Eglise évangélique de Cossonay 

 

Le trou dans la nuit ! 

Un enfant se trouve à côté de son père dans une nuit noire, le ciel voilé par des nuages. Entre des nuages, 

tout à coup l’enfant aperçoit une étoile. « Regarde papa, il y a un trou dans la nuit. » 

Cet exemple ouvre la porte à tous les espoirs et pourtant ! Un coup de projecteur sur la situation de notre 

monde nous fait trembler. L’avenir qui se dessine est bien sombre ! Guerres, pollution de la planète, 

insécurité économique, crise d’énergie, chômage, crise dans les foyers et j’en passe !  

L’évangile de Jean commence par ces mots pleins d’espoir : En parlant du Christ il dit : » Sa vie est la lumière 

qui brille dans les ténèbres, et les ténèbres ne pourront jamais l’éteindre. » Chacun de nous qui sommes 

appelés à refléter cette lumière, pouvons apporter ce trou dans l’obscurité. Laissons-nous nous émerveiller 

en levant la tête un de ces prochains soirs en regardant tous ces astres lumineux. La lumière aura le dernier 

mot ! 

Ces paroles tirées du Psaume 27 m’encouragent à continuer ma route avec confiance en dépit des 

circonstances : « L’Eternel est ma lumière et mon salut. De qui aurais-je crainte ? L’Eternel est le soutien de 

ma vie, de qui aurais-je peur ? » 
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The Message of John - The Demand – Part 1 

 
Matthew 3: 7 -12  
 
In all John's preaching there was one basic basic demand- and that basic demand was: "Repent! "( Matthew 
3:2 ). That was also the basic demand of Jesus himself for Jesus came saying," Repent, and believe in the 
gospel "( Mark 1: 15). The  BIBLE and other Christian literature help us to understand what this repentance 
is, and what this basic demand of God and His herald means. 
 
It is to be noted that both Jesus and John use the word repent without any explanation of its meaning. They 
use it as a word which they were sure their listeners would know and understand. 
The Jewish teaching about repentance is more complex. To the Jews the repentance was central to all 
religious faith and to all  relationships with God. Repentance is considered the great mediatorial bond 
between God and man. The Jewish word commonly used for repentance is itself interesting. It is the word 
teshuvah which is the noun for the very shub which means to turn. Repentance is a turning away from evil 
and a turning towards God. G. F. Moore writes," The transparent primary meaning of repentance in Judaism 
is always a change in man's attitude towards God, and in the conduct of life, a religious and moral 
information of the people or the individual". He also very interestingly and very truly points out that , with 
the single exception of the two words in bracket, the Westminster Confession definition of repentance would 
be entirely acceptable to a Jew:" Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense 
of sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God ( in Christ ), doth the grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it to 
God, with full purpose of and endeavour after, new obedience." 
 
Again and again the Bible speaks of this turning away from sin and this turning towards God. 
 
This makes very clear that in Judaism repentance has in it an ethical demand. It is a turn from evil to God, 
with a corresponding change in action. John was fully within the tradition of his people when he demanded 
that his hearers should bring forth fruit meet for repentance. The Jews held that true repentance issues not 
merely in a sentimental sorrow but in a real change in life - so does the Christian. The Jew had a holy horror 
of seeking to trade on the mercy of God - and so has the Christian. The Jew held that true repentance brings 
forth fruits which demonstrate the reality of the repentance - and so does a Christian.  
There Is an almost terrifying note in the ethical demand of the Jewish idea of repentance, but there are also 
comforting things in Repentance. 
 
Repentance is always available," Repentance," they said," is like the sea- a man can bathe in it at any hour". 
There may be times when even the gates of prayer are shut; but the gates of repentance are never closed. 
Repentance is completely essential. The world cannot continue to exist without the mercy of God, and the 
gateway of repentance. Repentance lasts as long as life. So long as life remains, there remains the possibility 
of repentance. Rabbi Simeon Ben Tihai said, " If a man has been completely righteous all his days, and rebels 
at the end, he destroys it all, if a man has been completely wicked all his days and repents at the end, God 
receives him.  

Such is the mercy of God that he will receive even secret repentance. 
 
 
Pradeep & Sarah Failbus     Worked for 39 years and 29 years with TLM ( most at Anandaban, Nepal) Now retired and 

settled at: Kathgodam, District Nainital   Uttarakhand, India   
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The Message of John - The Demand – Part 2 
 
 
Matthew 3: 7 -12  
 
God's mercy is open to the man who is so ashamed that he can tell his shame to no one except God. There 
is no forgetfulness in God because he is God, but such is the mercy of God that he not only forgives, but, 
incredible as it may sound he even forgets the sin of the penitent: " thou didst forgive the iniquity of thy 
people; thou didst pardon all their sins "(Psalm). 
Best of all, God comes halfway and more to meet the penitent: " Return so far as you can, and I will come to 
you the rest of the way." We must remember the scene of the happiness and glimpses of the waiting father 
who is in love and ran to meet the prodigal son. Remembering all this mercy it remains the case that in true 
repentance reparation is necessary in so far as it can be made. 
Not only is reparation necessary for true repentance; confession is equally necessary. Again and again we 
find that demand within the Bible itself. Mainmondes gives this formula which a man may use to confess his 
sin: "O God, I have sinned, I have iniquity, I have transgressed before thee, and have done thus and so. I am 
sorry and ashamed for my deed, and I will never do it again." True repentance necessitates the humidity to 
admit and to confess our sin. 
But the  very first condition is that this repentance has to come from deep in our heart and clear mind. The 
second is that the previous sinful life must not be repeated at any cost. 
No case is hopeless for repentance and no man is beyond repentance. Let no man say, ' Because I have 
sinned, no repair is possible for me,' but he must trust in God and repent, and God will receive him."  There 
is one more Jewish belief about repentance, and it is a belief which must have been in John's mind. Certain, 
at least, of the Jewish teachers taught that if Israel could repent perfectly for every one day the Messiah 
would come. It was only the hardness of the hearts of men which delayed the sending of God's Redeemer 
into the world. 
Repentance was the very centre of the Jewish faith as it is the very centre of the Christian faith, the very first 
step to come to God.  

 
Repentance is the turning away from sin and turning towards God, 

and towards the life that God means us to live. 
 

 

Pradeep & Sarah Failbus     Worked for 39 years and 29 years with TLM ( most at Anandaban, Nepal) Now retired and 

settled at: Kathgodam, District Nainital   Uttarakhand, India   
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Seeds of peace 

 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid. You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved 

me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I have told you now 

before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. John 14:27-29 (New International Version)  

When the Angel told Mary she was to be the mother of Jesus, he said she was highly favoured and that she 

shouldn’t be afraid. ‘But Mary was greatly troubled ….’ (Luke 1:26-30). As well she might be. The ‘favour’ to 

Mary included an unorthodox birth with a question-mark over the father, refugee status in Egypt soon after 

and, later, the anxiety of seeing her son a penniless, wandering teacher who died an untimely, painful death.  

We see it differently with hindsight, but I’m trying to look at it through Mary’s eyes, at the time. Then the 

angels spoke of ‘peace to men on whom God’s favour rests’, but did they get it? A few years later, those who 

believed faced political terror, first from the local authorities and then from the Romans. Jesus is called the 

‘Prince of Peace’. But do his followers find peace? Is it not rather that they are called to struggle and turmoil?  

I’m not suggesting the promise of peace is untrue, but maybe we need to look again at what we understand 

by ‘peace’. In Mary’s case, the suggestion is that her peace came through a straightforward, humble 

acceptance of God’s will. “I am the Lord’s servant,” and that’s a lovely simple answer. Unfortunately, many 

of us make life so complex that we can’t make the simple answer (the simple thing may be the most difficult 

actually to do).  

I went to see the Attenborough film Gandhi – a magnificent production, written perceptively, acted 

convincingly. A fine picture of a great man dedicated to his pursuit of truth, and with the courage to follow 

it wherever it led. From his early, unpleasant experiences of racial tension in South Africa, to the struggle for 

independence from the British in India, Gandhi needed all his courage and conviction. His gift to the world 

was non-violence. He wasn’t the first to use it (what about Jesus?), but he was the first modern leader to 

bring it so widely into politics. It seems to me though, that we often misunderstand non-violence. It isn’t 

meek and mild, peaceful protest. It tries to avoid physical violence and killing, but it can be a powerful and 

compelling force. And it can bring conflict. Gandhi suffered greatly because of his activities, but the film 

suggests to me that, although there were times when he was deeply distressed for others, he had an inner 

strength and calm which came from his single-mindedness.  

Maybe it helps us as we think about peace. The struggle for peace is won and lost, not in the outside world, 

but in the world within each one of us. It’s the struggle to see ourselves as we really are, not only to ourselves 

but to God; and then to realise that he accepts us and surrounds us with his love. It’s when we come to terms 

with ourselves, and offer what we are to God, that the seed of ‘peace’ is established.  

Extract from Disguises of Love, first published 1983. With the kind permission of Judith Merell Book selection and Publishing 

Manager, The Leprosy Mission Shop 

Eddie Askew  (1927-2007) devoted half a century to leprosy and its consequences. In 1950 he and his wife Barbara set sail for 

India. Eddie's first placement was in Purulia, West Bengal. In 1965 Eddie took up the post of executive secretary at TLM's office in 

London. His first overseas visit in this new role was to Ethiopia, where he learned of plans  to set up a leprosy training centre  that 



would benefit patients and medics throughout Africa. He offered to become a founding member and signed TLM up to support 

what was to become ALERT (All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training Centre). The following year, the organisation now known 

as the International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) was set up. In 1974 Eddie became general director of TLM. He 

was keen to develop TLM's work elsewhere, and took a team into the closed land of Bhutan in response to a request from its 

government.  - Inspired by his travels and his Christian faith, Eddie found an outlet for his creativity in painting and poetry. He 

retired in 1987. From 1998 until his death he was TLM- vice-president, and in 2000 he was awarded an OBE. (Fiona Spence) 
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Psalm 119 

 

Heth 

57 You are my portion, LORD; 
    I have promised to obey your words. 

58 I have sought your face with all my heart; 
    be gracious to me according to your promise. 

59 I have considered my ways 
    and have turned my steps to your statutes. 

60 I will hasten and not delay 
    to obey your commands. 

61 Though the wicked bind me with ropes, 
    I will not forget your law. 

62 At midnight I rise to give you thanks 
    for your righteous laws. 

63 I am a friend to all who fear you, 
    to all who follow your precepts. 

64 The earth is filled with your love, LORD; 
    teach me your decrees. 
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The Birth of John the Baptist 

 

Luke 1,57-66 

57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” 

61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” 

62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63 He asked for a 
writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 All the neighbors were filled with 
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who 
heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with 
him. 
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Do this in remembrance of me 

 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 

took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this 

in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:23 – 26 NIV) 

 

Communion is a sacred ritual demonstrating our declaration of faith in Christ. To appreciate its value and 

avoid taking it in an unworthy manner, we need to remember why He died.  

It was because, ‘in Adam’ we all sin, we disobey God and our relationship was severe/broken and we were 
banished from His presence. We were lost; we were naked; sin stripped off the glory and nature of God 
that we carried.  

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the 
man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid.” (Genesis 3:8-10) 
 

Sin makes us ‘hide from God’, because we are separated from God, we live in fear; we are so possessed 

with fear that we are unable to fellowship with God and even with one another. 

 

When we look at the calamities, poverty, sickness, war, natural disasters and even the global warming in 

our world today, it is because of the disobedience of one man called Adam our progenitor.  Consequences 

of that disobedience are what we’ve all inherited and they keep multiplying from generation to generation. 

Adam’s sin brought curse on the earth and turns all of us to sinners. ‘For all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God’, (Romans 3:23) 

 

But the Righteousness (obedience) of Jesus Christ brought, redemption, justification, access to God and life 

of peace with a guaranteed eternal life after we exit this world. ‘All are justified freely by his grace through 

the redemption that came by Christ Jesus (Romans 3:24) 

 

Jesus came to save us from Sin (That is why He died) ‘you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will 

save His people from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21). He was the lamb of God that took away all our sins. John 

1:29. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received 

by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 

committed beforehand unpunished (Romans 3:25) 

 

Through His death God has reconciled us and still reconciling the world to Himself (after banishing us from 

the garden into the cursed world) God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s 



sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 21 God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:19 & 21  

The blood of Jesus cleans our conscience from guilt of sins and sets us free from guilt so that we may serve 

the living God.   

13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean 

sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead 

to death, so that we may serve the living God! Hebrew 9:13-14 

 

Through His death and shedding of His blood we now enter into a new covenant with God free from sins 

committed under the first covenant.  
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed 

under the first covenant. Hebrew 9:15   

 

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath 

remains on them. John 3:36  

 

Whenever we come to the table of communion, can we all remember is death that brought us life, can we 

bow our heads and give Jesus thanks for saving us from eternal death, can we confess our sins and ask for 

His blood to cleans us and can we in that spirit, take the communion together as a community of saints, 

who have been reconciled to God and saved from His wrath.  

Lord, we thank you for your body that was broken for us. we remember all that you have done to reconcile 
us to the Father and fully restores our broken relationship that now allows us to have an unbroken 
fellowship with you and, we thank you for your blood that you shed to wash away our sins, to cleans our 
hearts from guilty conscience and for the life and peace you have given us through your blood.  

We have eternal life and new covenant with God, we are no longer slave to fear, 

we are fully redeemed through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 

 

Bunmi Oluloto - A Brother and Servant of Christ planted in Niger Republic as TLM Country Leader for Niger and Chad 
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The miracle is wrought while it is still dark. 
 
 

The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow 
of death, on them a light has dawned.” Matthew 4:16 
 
 It is usual practice to take rounds in a hospital, going over the management of patients admitted that 
day , to look at investigation reports ordered in the morning and revise prescriptions and decide on 
who could be discharged the following day. During these rounds , we also make the duty sister aware 
who is critical and who needs close attention. We know mostly which sick person will not make it 
through the night. When we return in the morning, we would keep our fingers crossed, pray for a 
miracle and wish to see the person alive despite all odds. Sometimes the nights are so full of anxiety 
that we prefer to sleep at the hospital. And it is unimaginable joy when we find the patient alive and 
doing well.  
  
There are innumerable instances when God has not failed. While the night was deep and dark, when 
the odds seem against us, when there was tunnel with no light at the end, He was Performing His 
miracle.  
  
The shepherds were in the fields at night, and it was dark. They were keeping watch because of dangers 
lurking. There was possibility of death, of wild animals taking off the sheep and lambs. So, they were 
awake. And so was mankind in the grips of Satan, children of darkness with no hope and only despair 
of eternal death. Mankind, in its darkest hours of death and destruction, needed a savior. Israel was 
waiting and so was the world.   
 
And then there was the glorious announcement of a miracle that was wrought in the dead of night. 
The angels came down in glorious light and sang the sweetest song of hope and deliverance: that God’s 
son Jesus has been born. He is the Savior that will deliver people from the great darkness and lead 
them to eternal Light.  
Just as Isaiah had prophesized in 9 1-2 : Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those in 
distress……..The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 
shadow of death, a light has dawned.  
  
My friend, are you going through a dark phase, a situation that seems like the valley of shadow of 
death? Take heart! whatever the darkness in the life is about, God is designing a miracle in your life. 
He wants to make the morning of our lives hopeful and joyful.  
 
Prayer: 

O come let us adore Him , joyful and triumphant. 
 Come and behold Him , Born the King of angels. 

 

Joydeepa Darlong Dr   Head of Knowledge Management, The Leprosy Mission Trust India. A Family Physician, worked 

as Consultant and Deputy Superintendent for 15 years at The Leprosy Mission Hospital, Purulia, West Bengal, India. 

https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5971.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1980.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/2822.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7200.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1419.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/216.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5921.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3427.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/776.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6757.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6757.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/216.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5050.htm
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Journeys at Christmas 
 

I have recently been thinking about the many journeys which are associated with the Christmas story.  

Personally, I try not to travel at Christmas as there always seem too many problems – delays, cancellations, 

bad weather etc. – but those problems pale into insignificance when compared with some of the journeys 

we read about in Scripture.  I won’t go into detail but here are some journeys to ponder in these days of 

Advent, days of preparation of our hearts leading up to Christmas. 

 

Angels 

We read of some of the journeys angels made to meet with and prepare people for Christmas: 

-  to Elizabeth and Zechariah both to tell them that they would have a son and then later to ensure 

that Zechariah’s speech was restored after he gave his son the name decreed by God. 

- to Mary to tell her that she had been chosen to be the mother of God’s Son.  She needed a little 

persuasion but then was so willing to do God’s will. 

- To Joseph to tell him about Mary’s pregnancy.  Well, we know he took a lot more persuasion to accept 

the situation. 

- To the Shepherds to tell them the good news of the birth of the Saviour and there was even a choir 

of angels on that occasion.   - I am sure they made other journeys too at that time we are not told 

about. 

 

Mary 

She made that long journey to visit Elizabeth.  It would have taken her several days to reach Elizabeth but 

they would have so much to share – the news of unexpected pregnancies, the difficulties faced by their 

partners, probably the snide remarks of friends around them.  She had to make the long journey home again 

much later on in her pregnancy – not an easy journey. 

 

Mary and Joseph 

What a long and difficult journey for them – about 80 miles – not in an ambulance, a helicopter, not on a 

smooth road.  It would have been a slow journey with Mary struggling with every one of the many bumps 

on the road.  Joseph would be worried about how long it was taking and whether there would still be 

anywhere for them to stay when they reached Bethlehem. 

 

Shepherds 

After the visit of the angels on the hillside, the amazing light blazing from the sky, and the wonderful singing 

of the angel choir, they made that dark and probably difficult journey down to Bethlehem to see a baby!  

Isn’t it amazing that after they had seen and experienced the wonder of that baby, they just couldn’t stop 

themselves from telling everyone they met about Jesus. 

 

Wise Men 

God had been preparing them for a long time as they first saw the star, and gradually worked out what it 

meant.  Then they needed to prepare for their very long journey, made even longer by the detour to 

Jerusalem.  Their caravan would have been a sight to behold on their journey.   



I have always wondered what they talked about on their way home. 

 

God had been preparing for that first Christmas for centuries and had been telling His people about it, 

through the prophets.  As we sing the familiar carols (and maybe some not so familiar ones) this Christmas, 

or as we prepare to make our own journeys (spiritual and maybe physical), let’s give our praise to our God 

for the wonderful gift He planned and gave us that first Christmas – our Saviour. 

 

A Prayer for Christmas: 

May Jesus, the Light of the World, guide us, 

May He inspire and bless our preparations with His generosity and His love. 

May we have time to give and share with others, 

May the cards we write and the gifts we choose bring joy to those who receive them. 

May we have a ready smile for those who serve us and for those we meet in these days. 

May we take joy in our preparations, and in the memories they bring. 

May peace and gentleness fill our days, 

May we find new treasures in the familiar Scriptures and carols. 

May this Christmas season strengthen our hope and 

May this Christmas morning find us ready to worship our Saviour and rejoice in His coming. 

 

 

 

 

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International 
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The sounds of Christmas 

 

What favourite sound do you associate with Christmas? 

I have many.   Christmas carols played by a brass band remind me of visits to our suburb on the West Rand 

by the Salvation Army when I was a child. You had to be there to know how strange this was.  

The din of Christmas Beetles [Cicadas] – they’ve arrived early in the Cape this summer.  

The roar of the Coleman paraffin pressure lamp, hanging in the thorn tree next to our tent at night - 

Christmas was spent camping in the bushveld when we were children.  

The birth of Jesus was accompanied by many words and sounds. I wonder how many you can remember? 

• The voices of angels [Matt 1:20; 2:13; 2:19. Luke 1: 13; 1: 28; 2: 8] 

• Zachariah’s sign language [Luke 1:22] 

• The questions from the Magi [Matt 2:1], as well as questions from Mary, Zechariah and Herod.  

• The exclamations of joy and worship [Matt 2: 10 & 11. Luke 1:25; 1:46; 1:67; 2: 29] 

• The words of the shepherds [Luke 2:16] 

• The words of prophecy [Matt 1: 23; 2:6; 2:15; 2:18; 2:23. Luke 2: 36] 

• and yes, the heart-rending sounds which we would rather not bring to mind [Matt 2:18]  

There are many other sounds that are not described, but which we can imagine. The voice of the inn-keeper;  

sheep and cattle; the voices of people on their way home to be counted.  

Interesting that those words cover every strata of society and every emotion. Unspeakable joy. Rejection. 

Wonder. Despair. Delight. Relief. Anxiety. Anger. Malice. Absolute depravity and wickedness. Thanksgiving. 

And profound grief and sorrow.  What have I missed?  

What’s your favourite Christmas Bible verse?  

The celebration of Christmas brings with it so many emotions, many of them joyful, but I think for most of 

us, that joy will also be tinged with other emotions. We celebrate the coming of the Prefect Gift into a fallen 

world; we receive the Gift with unclean hands.  

Whatever emotions arise within you this season, I invite you to lift up your voice in praise along with Simeon 

and say: 

“My eyes have seen your salvation, 
Which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to your people Israel.”  [Luke 2: 29 -31] 

May that light of revelation illuminate your way as you tread the path to 2023! 

Peter Laubscher - Country Leader, Southern Africa. Peter and Elizabeth Laubscher have worked with the Leprosy Mission since 

1981. They are blessed with three children. Peter cruises the waters of False Bay when he’s not trying to polish scratches out of 

telescope mirrors. 
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Christmas Gifts 
 

I thought I would like to give each one who reads the Bridge a little Christmas gifts as I share some 
thoughts I read about Christmas Gifts. 

 

At the time of the first Christmas – 

Mary gave her reputation and her body 
God gave her love and comfort. 

Joseph gave his name and loyalty to Mary 
God gave him wisdom. 

An innkeeper gave a dark and dirty stable 
God filled it with light 

After a night of pain and distress for Mary 
God gave her joy and peace. 

To shepherds on a hill near Bethlehem 
God gave the hope of salvation. 
To wise men searching for a king 

God gave guidance. 

 
This Christmas – 

To those who want their sins forgiven 
God gives hope. 

To those in sorrow and pain and anxiety 
God gives peace, joy and comfort. 

 
To those who give up all for Jesus 

God gives His abundant love. 
To those who seek to do His will 
God gives wisdom and guidance. 

 
To wise men and women seeking for a king 

God still gives Jesus. 

 

May God richly bless you this Christmas as you share your Christmas gifts with others and give you the 
opportunity to share God’s love with others. 

 

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International 
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The Birth of Jesus 

Luke 2, 1-20 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while  Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone 
went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 
to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This 
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they 
had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
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Some sobering thoughts about our ‘Silent night, holy night’ christmasses! 
  
1)CHRISTMAS is about our UNIQUE SON (100% Son of God/100% Son of Man)! 
Luke 1:27 - “Gabriel was sent to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 
                       of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.” 
Aged Elizabeth’s child leapt in her womb, when this Mary visited her..... 
John 1:1,14 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
                and the Word was God....And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and Truth.” 
Read Isaiah 9:6,7. 
  
2)CHRISTMAS is about our unique SIN-BEARER! 
John 1:27ff- “Even He Who comes after me, Whose sandal strap I am not worthy to untie.... 
                Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!” 
John 10:11–“I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” 
Heb. 9:12 – “He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
                    ....but by means of His own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” 
  
3)CHRISTMAS is about our unique CHRIST/MESSIAH/ANOINTED-ONE! 
Mark 1:27 – “And they were all amazed....What is this? A new teaching with authority? 
                          He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” 
Luke19:10 – “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
Col.1:19,20 – “For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
                            and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, 
                            whether on earth or in Heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross.” 
  
4)CHRISTMAS is also about us  – UNIVERSAL SINNERS! 
Rom.1:27ff- Speaks of us all, with shameless passions; doing what ought not to be done. 
                        People filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice, 
                        murder, deceit, strife, disobedience and gossip! 
Rom.3:23 – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
Rom.6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, 
                        but the free gift of God is Eternal Life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Read Revelation 20:8;  22:14,15. 
  
5)CHRISTMAS is about our unique SUBSTITUTE! 
1Cor.1:27ff- “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
                        God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong..... 
                     And because of Him you are in Christ Jesus, Who became to us wisdom from God, 
                    righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”              (Saul->Paul Acts 9) 
Gal.2:20–“I have been crucified with Christ.It is no longer I who live,but Christ who lives in me 
                    And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
                   who loved me and gave Himself (substituted Himself) for me.” 
  



 
6)CHRISTMAS is about our unique SANCTIFIER! 
Col.1:27b – “....Christ in you, the hope of glory!” Notice Christ in our process of sanctification: 
Read Rom.8:28-30. 
  
7)CHRISTMAS is about our unique SERVANT-EXAMPLE! 
James 1:27 – “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: 
To visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan highlights three things:-                                                                       
      The Law in summary – Love God and love your neighbour! 
            The lawyer said – Who is my neighbour? 
                  Jesus said – Go and do likewise!   (Acts 20:35 – “It is better to give, than to receive!”) 
  
This CHRISTMAS, by all means, be a ‘Martha’, serve others + be a ‘Mary’, sit at His feet (Lk.10)! 
And, this CHRISTMAS, remember Heb.7:25 –  

“He is able to save to the uttermost 
those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for us.” 

                                                                                                                                              Amen!   
 

 

Otto Kingsley erstwhile Cape Regional Director - TLM Southern Africa  
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The Magi Visit the Messiah 

 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had called together 
all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He 
sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to 
me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went 
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 
another route. 

Matthew 2,1-9 
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Jesus Presented in the Temple 

Luke 2 

22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 
consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a 
pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 

30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 

    which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
 

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four.[e] She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at 
that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to 
their own town of Nazareth.  

40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25011e
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The Boy Jesus at the Temple 

 

 

Luke 2 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 42 When he was twelve years 
old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents 
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he 
was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they 
found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But 
they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these 
things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 
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Lord, in the quietness reach out and hold me. 

Draw me gently into your peace. 

And in the loving silence at your heart, attune my ears to hear the sounds I never listen to. 

The harmony that lies in you, the discords in the world you’ve put me in. 

The laughter and the tears in other people’s lives. 

Make me more sensitive to others’ needs. 

Sometimes, I hear the words that others speak, but fail to grasp their meaning. 

Help me to hear the worry hidden in a throw-away remark, the fear wrapped in a joke, the insecurity 

behind unbending dogmatism. 

Let me identify the cry for help so casually expressed. Help me to listen more, and think, and think, before I 

speak, and then to think again. 

 

Extract from Breaking the Rules, first published 1992. With the kind permission of Judith Merell Book selection and Publishing 

Manager, The Leprosy Mission Shop 

 

 

Eddie Askew  (1927-2007) devoted half a century to leprosy and its consequences. In 1950 he and his wife Barbara set sail for 

India. Eddie's first placement was in Purulia, West Bengal. In 1965 Eddie took up the post of executive secretary at TLM's office in 

London. His first overseas visit in this new role was to Ethiopia, where he learned of plans  to set up a leprosy training centre  that 

would benefit patients and medics throughout Africa. He offered to become a founding member and signed TLM up to support 

what was to become ALERT (All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training Centre). The following year, the organisation now known 

as the International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) was set up. In 1974 Eddie became general director of TLM. He 

was keen to develop TLM's work elsewhere, and took a team into the closed land of Bhutan in response to a request from its 

government.  - Inspired by his travels and his Christian faith, Eddie found an outlet for his creativity in painting and poetry. He 

retired in 1987. From 1998 until his death he was TLM- vice-president, and in 2000 he was awarded an OBE. (Fiona Spence) 
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Lord, 

teach me to dance 

in the joy of your presence today. 

And help me to reflect 

the beauty of your world  

in my life. 

 

 

 

 

Eddie Askew  (1927-2007) devoted half a century to leprosy and its consequences. In 1950 he and his wife Barbara set sail for 

India. Eddie's first placement was in Purulia, West Bengal. In 1965 Eddie took up the post of executive secretary at TLM's office in 

London. His first overseas visit in this new role was to Ethiopia, where he learned of plans  to set up a leprosy training centre  that 

would benefit patients and medics throughout Africa. He offered to become a founding member and signed TLM up to support 

what was to become ALERT (All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training Centre). The following year, the organisation now known 

as the International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) was set up. In 1974 Eddie became general director of TLM. He 

was keen to develop TLM's work elsewhere, and took a team into the closed land of Bhutan in response to a request from its 

government.  - Inspired by his travels and his Christian faith, Eddie found an outlet for his creativity in painting and poetry. He 

retired in 1987. From 1998 until his death he was TLM- vice-president, and in 2000 he was awarded an OBE. (Fiona Spence) 
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Psalm 90 

A prayer of Moses the man of God. 

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 
    throughout all generations. 

2 Before the mountains were born 
    or you brought forth the whole world, 

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
3 You turn people back to dust, 

    saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” 
4 A thousand years in your sight 

    are like a day that has just gone by, 
    or like a watch in the night. 

5 Yet you sweep people away in the sleep of death— 
    they are like the new grass of the morning: 

6 In the morning it springs up new, 
    but by evening it is dry and withered. 

7 We are consumed by your anger 
    and terrified by your indignation. 

8 You have set our iniquities before you, 
    our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

9 All our days pass away under your wrath; 
    we finish our years with a moan. 

10 Our days may come to seventy years, 
    or eighty, if our strength endures; 

yet the best of them are but trouble and sorrow, 
    for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

11 If only we knew the power of your anger! 
    Your wrath is as great as the fear that is your due. 

12 Teach us to number our days, 
    that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

13 Relent, LORD! How long will it be? 
    Have compassion on your servants. 

14 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 
    that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
    for as many years as we have seen trouble. 

16 May your deeds be shown to your servants, 
    your splendor to their children. 

17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
    establish the work of our hands for us— 

    yes, establish the work of our hands. 
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A New Year 

 

Yes, the number of the year may change but does anything else change?  Some people make New Year 

Resolutions thinking to change their attitude, size, addiction or something else in the weeks and months 

that follow. 

I want to share with you a favourite poem of mine, one I refer to often during the year and certainly always 

at the start of the new year.  I feel this poem helps us to reflect on the year that has gone and learn from it 

as we move into the new year – remembering the faithfulness of our God in the year past, relying on the 

promises of our God for the year ahead. 

 

Another Year 

Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 

In working or in waiting, another year for Thee. 

 

Another year of progress, another year of praise, 

Another year of proving Thy presence all the days. 

 

Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace, 

Another year of gladness, the glory of Thy face. 

 

Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast, 

Another year of trusting, of quiet happy rest. 

 

Another year of service, of witness for Thy love, 

Another year of training for holier work above. 

 

Another year is dawning, dear Father, let it be 

On earth, or else in heaven, another year for Thee. 

Frances R Havergal 

 

Happy New Year and may you each know God’s blessing and His care in the year ahead. 

 

 

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International 
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Besides ME there is NO GOD! 

 
  
Psalm 115:1-8–“Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to Your Name give glory,... 
                               Why should the nations say, ‘Where is their God?’ 
                               Our God is in the heavens; He does all that He pleases. 
                               Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.... 
                               Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.” 
  
1) IDOLS HAVE NO MOUTH! (v5) 
They cannot communicate with their worshippers! They cannot encourage, guide or promise 
their worshippers anything!  
Isaiah 43:1 – “But now thus says the LORD, He who created you, O Jacob, 
                           He who formed you, O Israel: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
                           I have called you by your name, you are Mine.” 
1 Samuel 3:10-“And the LORD came...calling as at other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
                              And Samuel said, ’Speak, for your servant hears.’” 
  
2) IDOLS HAVE NO EYES! (v5) 
They cannot direct, warn or protect their worshippers! 
2 Chronicles 16:9-“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
                                    to give strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward Him.” 
Psalm 32:8 – “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
                           I will counsel you with my eye upon you.” 
  
3) IDOLS HAVE NO EARS! (v6) 
They cannot register, hear or respond to their worshippers’ prayers! 
Jeremiah 33:3 – “Call to Me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things 
                                 that you have not known.” 
  
4) IDOLS HAVE NO NOSES! (v6) 
They cannot smell the aroma of any sacrifices! 
But our living God is well-pleased with our sweet-smelling sacrifices! 
2 Corinthians 2:14-16 – “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
   procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of Him everywhere. 
   For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved 
   and among those who are perishing, from one a fragrance from death to death, 
  to the other a fragrance from life to life.”                                     (see also Rev.8:3,4) 
  
5) IDOLS HAVE NO HANDS! (v7) 
They cannot work or make anything! Whereas God testifies.... 
Isaiah 66:2 – “All these things My hand has made, and so all these things came to be.” 
Psalm78:72–“With upright heart He shepherded them+guided them with His skilful hand.” 



  
 
6) IDOLS HAVE NO FEET! (v7) 
They need to be carried from place to place?! 
Jeremiah10:5,6–“Their idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field, + they cannot speak; 
                      they have to be carried, for they cannot walk....There is none like You, O LORD; 
                      You are great, and Your Name is great in might.” 
Psalm63:9-“In His love + in His pity He redeemed them.....carried them all the days of old.” 
Eph 1:22,23 – “And HE put all things under His feet and gave Him as Head over all things 
                     to the Church, which is His body, the fullness of Him Who fills all in all.”    –Amen. 
   
 

Otto Kingsley erstwhile Cape Regional Director - TLM Southern Africa  
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7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the 

Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very 

reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. Rom. 14 
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