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Intro to the month

The month of October starts for the TLM family worldwide with important meetings. After 3 years of difficult
Covid-times and separation in these days again the international meetings can happen with personal
attendance! Lane End conference center, UK, is giving place to the meetings of the country leaders, board
chairs, international leadership, international board. On the 30th Sept and 1st October the Members’ Meeting
is taking place, and on Sunday the 2nd Oct the Fellowship Day unites all in worship, God’s proclaimed and
visible Word.
Please uphold these important events, all the participants, the TLM - member countries in your prayers!
Thank you!

October _________________________________

___________________________________ Saturday

Psalm 107
1 Give

thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his love endures forever.

2 Let

the redeemed of the LORD tell their story—
those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,
3 those he gathered from the lands,
from east and west, from north and south.
4 Some

wandered in desert wastelands,
finding no way to a city where they could settle.
5 They were hungry and thirsty,
and their lives ebbed away.
6 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
7 He led them by a straight way
to a city where they could settle.
8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for mankind,
9 for he satisfies the thirsty
and fills the hungry with good things.
10 Some

sat in darkness, in utter darkness,
prisoners suffering in iron chains,
11 because they rebelled against God’s commands
and despised the plans of the Most High.
12 So he subjected them to bitter labor;
they stumbled, and there was no one to help.
13 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distress.
14 He brought them out of darkness, the utter darkness,
and broke away their chains.
15 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for mankind,
16 for he breaks down gates of bronze
and cuts through bars of iron.
17 Some

became fools through their rebellious ways
and suffered affliction because of their iniquities.
18 They loathed all food
and drew near the gates of death.
19 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distress.
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20 He

sent out his word and healed them;
he rescued them from the grave.
21 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for mankind.
22 Let them sacrifice thank offerings
and tell of his works with songs of joy.
23 Some

went out on the sea in ships;
they were merchants on the mighty waters.
24 They saw the works of the LORD,
his wonderful deeds in the deep.
25 For he spoke and stirred up a tempest
that lifted high the waves.
26 They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths;
in their peril their courage melted away.
27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards;
they were at their wits’ end.
28 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble,
and he brought them out of their distress.
29 He stilled the storm to a whisper;
the waves of the sea were hushed.
30 They were glad when it grew calm,
and he guided them to their desired haven.
31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for mankind.
32 Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people
and praise him in the council of the elders.
33 He

turned rivers into a desert,
flowing springs into thirsty ground,
34 and fruitful land into a salt waste,
because of the wickedness of those who lived there.
35 He turned the desert into pools of water
and the parched ground into flowing springs;
36 there he brought the hungry to live,
and they founded a city where they could settle.
37 They sowed fields and planted vineyards
that yielded a fruitful harvest;
38 he blessed them, and their numbers greatly increased,
and he did not let their herds diminish.
39 Then

their numbers decreased, and they were humbled
by oppression, calamity and sorrow;
40 he who pours contempt on nobles
made them wander in a trackless waste.
41 But he lifted the needy out of their affliction
and increased their families like flocks.
42 The upright see and rejoice,
but all the wicked shut their mouths.
43 Let

the one who is wise heed these things
and ponder the loving deeds of the LORD.
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Psalm 108

A song. A psalm of David.
1 My

heart, O God, is steadfast;
I will sing and make music with all my soul.
2 Awake, harp and lyre!
I will awaken the dawn.
3 I will praise you, LORD, among the nations;
I will sing of you among the peoples.
4 For great is your love, higher than the heavens;
your faithfulness reaches to the skies.
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;
let your glory be over all the earth.
6 Save us and help us with your right hand,
that those you love may be delivered.
7 God has spoken from his sanctuary:
“In triumph I will parcel out Shechem
and measure off the Valley of Sukkoth.
8 Gilead is mine, Manasseh is mine;
Ephraim is my helmet,
Judah is my scepter.
9 Moab is my washbasin,
on Edom I toss my sandal;
over Philistia I shout in triumph.”
10 Who will bring me to the fortified city?
Who will lead me to Edom?
11 Is it not you, God, you who have rejected us
and no longer go out with our armies?
12 Give us aid against the enemy,
for human help is worthless.
13 With God we will gain the victory,
and he will trample down our enemies.
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A Medical Missionary – Dealing with Injustice – Part 4
‘I am sending him… no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.’ (Philemon 12, 16)
Livingstone's motivation started with Christian conviction and a vocation to spread the gospel for the good
of the world, adding medicine as its handmaiden. Moffat urged him to go beyond the horizon. Exploration
became a way of life for him. He discovered the wonders of a continent rich with resources with people
with whom he shared that gospel. As he moved further north he came across the scourge of exploitation
of those self-same people taken into bondage and transported across the Atlantic to the slave markets of
the so-called civilised world, hungry for cheap labour. It was his firm conviction that the best way to break
that trade was the Christianisation of the continent and to open it to agricultural development, commerce
and trade.
Though vigorously opposed to slavery, he himself needed helpers. He had his bearers. But the relationship
with them seems to have been one of mutual respect and loyalty. When he died, they carried his body
across the continent. They accompanied him back to Britain, being housed in makeshift huts in a field at
Wemyss Bay, near Livingstone's birthplace, Blantyre, Scotland.
Born in South Africa I was not unaware of the evil of racism, discrimination and exploitation, but also of the
dangers of simply accepting the status quo. It took twelve years in central Africa for my eyes to be opened
even more widely, to families who had a background history of slavery. Lingering feelings of unworthiness
were often compounded by the stigma of leprosy. It was there I embarked on socio-economic projects
alongside health programmes. But more importantly I learned to develop deep and enriching relationships
with people of other nationalities and races.
I love Paul's short letter to Philemon in which he refers to Onesimus as 'better than a slave, a dear brother.'
What a beautiful relationship for us to aim for!
The inscription on Livingstone tomb in Westminster Abbey reads:
For 30 years his life was spent in an unwearied effort
to evangelize the native races, to explore the undiscovered secrets,
to abolish the desolating slave trade, of Central Africa,
where with his last words he wrote,
"All I can add in my solitude, is,
may heaven's rich blessing come down on every one, American, English, or Turk,
who will help to heal this open sore of the world."
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Paul du Plessis - Apart from his work with The Salvation Army, South African born Dr Paul du Plessis has had a number of
honorary roles with TLM dating back to his work at TLM Field Representative for TLM for Zambia in the 1970s. He is a former
vice-president of TLMI.

Former parts of the series can be red on the 22nd July, 19th August, 1st September.
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A Christian Must Live His/Her Life In The Spirit
Romans 8

V1) There is now NO CONDEMNATION for those who are ‘in Christ Jesus’/living in the Holy Spirit!
1) LIFE IN THE SPIRIT IS POSSIBLE (vv1-11)
->No longer under the law of sin and death
->Now under the law of the Spirit of life
->Free in Christ Jesus
->GOD condemned our sin in the flesh of Jesus
->The righteous requirement of the law was fulfilled for us through Jesus
->Our transformed minds help us NOT to live according to God the flesh
->We now live the Romans 12:1,2 life in the Holy Spirit every day!
(Read verses 6, 8, 11)

2) LIFE IN THE SPIRIT IS PERCEIVABLE (vv12-17)
->No longer a slave to any fearful thing
->We enjoy living as an adopted child of God – crying out “Abba/Father”!
->Fellow heirs with Christ - fellow sufferers with Christ - will be glorified with Christ!
(Read verses 13,14,16)

3) LIFE IN THE SPIRIT IS PRACTISED PATIENTLY (vv18-25)
->There are sufferings in this present time we have to endure
->Creation is groaning and waiting patiently for the sons of God to be made manifest
->We are all waiting patiently for the redemption of our bodies
(Read verses 18,19,23,25)

4) LIFE IN THE SPIRIT IS PURPOSEFUL (vv26-30)
->Life in the Spirit helps us to intercede according to God’s will
->Life in the Spirit helps us to experience God’s goodness in every situation
->Life in the Spirit helps us to fulfil ‘God’s blueprint’ for our lives
(Read verses 26,28,29,30)
1Cor.1:9 – “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
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5) LIFE IN THE SPIRIT IS POWERFUL (vv31-39)
->If God is for us, who can be against us?!
->Will God not also with Jesus graciously give us all things?!
->Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect?! (God justifies)
->Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?!
(Read verses 37-39)
*God used Peter and John to heal a lame beggar at the Beautiful Gate (Acts Ch.3)
*God used Paul and Silas to set a Philippian jailer free (Acts Ch. 16)
*God helped martyr Stephen to forgive his persecutors (Acts Ch. 7)

Otto Kingsley erstwhile Cape Regional Director - TLM Southern Africa
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small or BIG?
I have noticed that whenever I type the word “christian”, using the most frequently used word procesor
programme, I get a wavy red line underneath, indicating there is a grammatical problem. When I right click
on the word (I still prefer a mouse as an input device) I am advised that the word christian should ordinarily
start with a capital ‘C’. Sometimes the word processor auto-corrects for me.
Now, here’s where I disagree with the word processor.
I’ve always thought of my self as a small ‘c’ christian not a BIG ‘C’ CHRISTIAN.
Quietly getting on with living life in ways that please Jesus. After all, it is He who is Lord, Master, Saviour,
Teacher. I am disciple, servant, learner and follower.
I’ve always thought this was an obvious position to take and one I believed was supported through the Bible.
For example, in the Beatitudes, ‘1Blessed are the poor in spirit’ and ‘Blessed are the meek.’ And again Paul
and Peter encourage us to ‘2serve one another humbly in love.’ 3In humility value others above yourselves,
‘4Honour one another above yourselves’, ‘5All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another’.
Thinking of myself as a small ‘c’ christian was a good fit for someone who brings nothing to the relationship
but receives everything in return.
But of course, the word (from the Greek “christianos”) means, one who belongs to Christ or follows Christ.
Christ’s ones.
The emphasis rightly, must be on Christ not on the ‘ones’.
When first used it was probably a derogatory nickname. A scornful putdown.
But it came to be used as a badge of honour. A public way of declaring to whom one gave allegiance.
A word that now signified you were a radically changed person. Your priorities, your purpose, your goals,
your thinking had been renewed, because you had heard and responded to the call of Jesus the Christ. And
he was the one you now followed, loved, obeyed and trusted.
So, that changes things. Perhaps, I should think of myself as a BIG ‘C’ Christian because it’s not about me but
about Him.
Maybe, the truth is that I am both.
A BIG ‘C’ Christian to declare to all that Jesus is my Lord.
A small ‘c’ christian in attitude, motivation, behaviour and relationships.
1Matthew

5.3-12

2Galatians

5.13

3Philippians

John Twynam – Perkins - Formerly chair of TLMScotland

2.3

4Romans

12.10

51

Peter 5:5
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To give the best of oneself
“He called his disciples and chosen twelve: Simon, called the zealot” Luke 6:13, 15
In a memorable game of football, a team had a comfortable lead and could already claim victory. Yet, with
minutes to go, instead of releasing the pressure, they made a heroic last-ditch effort to score two more
goals. The players could have rested on their laurels, but they didn't. Driven by their top scorer, they kept
up the pace. After the match, the flabbergasted press surrounded the player and asked him why he scored
those last two goals. He replied: “Because I failed to score three! Giving your all is the key to success!”
Fervor gives flavor to events. Paul writes, “It is good to have a zeal for good at all times” (Galatians 4:18).
Among the disciples of Jesus, there was one in particular who was well known for his passion: Simon, known
as “the zealot”. Prior to his conversion, he was a member of a militant nationalist party that fought to free
Jews from Roman oppression. By the grace of God, this political zealot had become a spiritual agitator,
whose enthusiasm would serve the Gospel of Christ and his Kingdom.
The Greek word translated as “enthusiasm” means “to have God in oneself”. Christian enthusiasm is a
passion inspired by God, driven by the Glory of God, directed by the Word of God, dedicated to the Son of
God, and derived from the Spirit of God. To love and serve Christ is to give everything you have, the best of
yourself!
Today, let us be “zealous” for the Lord!
Prayer for the day
Lord, give me zeal for you!

Donner le meilleur de soi-même
« Il appela ses disciples et en choisit douze : Simon, appelé le zélote » Luc 6.13, 15

Lors d’un match de football mémorable, une équipe possédait une avance confortable et pouvait déjà crier
victoire. Pourtant, à quelques minutes de la fin, au lieu de relâcher la pression, elle fournira un dernier effort
héroïque pour marquer deux autres buts. Les joueurs auraient pu se reposer sur leurs lauriers, mais ils ne
l’ont pas fait. Poussés par leur meilleur buteur, ils ont maintenu la cadence. Après le match, la presse sidérée
encercle le joueur et lui demande pourquoi il a marqué ces deux derniers buts. Il répond : « Parce que je n’ai
pas réussi à en marquer trois ! » Se donner à fond, voilà la clé du succès !

La ferveur donne du goût aux événements. Paul écrit : « Il est bon d'avoir du zèle pour le bien en tout temps
» (Ga 4.18). Parmi les disciples de Jésus, il y en avait un en particulier qui était bien connu pour sa fougue :
Simon, dit « le zélote ». Avant sa conversion, il était membre d’un parti nationaliste militant qui luttait pour
libérer les Juifs de l’oppression romaine. Par la grâce de Dieu, ce zélote politique était devenu un agitateur
spirituel, dont l’enthousiasme allait servir l'Évangile du Christ et son Royaume.
Le mot « enthousiasme » signifie en grec « avoir Dieu en soi ». L'enthousiasme chrétien est une passion
inspirée par Dieu, conduite par la Gloire de Dieu, dirigée par la Parole de Dieu, dédiée au Fils de Dieu, et
dérivée de l'Esprit de Dieu. Aimer et servir le Christ, c’est donner tout ce qu'on a, le meilleur de soi-même !
Aujourd'hui, soyons « zélés » pour le Seigneur !
Prière du jour
Seigneur donne-moi du zèle pour toi!

Reverend Elie FOFOLO - Born on August 5, 1964, son of a Baptist Pastor, both parents died. I am a pastor of vocation and
formation, in 2001 I had my degree in Theology at the Protestant University in Congo (U.P.C). After working as a Pastor in the local
Church of Kingabwa 1 from 2004 to 2011, I had a meeting with Angelika Piefer who headed the Coordination of the Mission against
Leprosy in the Democratic Republic of Congo, from where I had this passion for people affected by Leprosy and I invited Angelika
to come to World Leprosy Day in our church on Sunday 29/01/2012, in Kingabwa. This work led us to discover two girls from the
same family with signs of leprosy, and their brother ended up being infected, but all three were treated and in good health. This
sparked this passion to work as a volunteer in raising awareness, mobilization and the relationship with the local churches of the
platform "Church of Christ in Congo" (E.C.C in acronym). - In July 2019, I obtained the Master in Psychotrauma, at the University
of Kinshasa, at the Faculty of Medicine. Training that allows me to better listen to and accompany people who suffer trauma and
stress for biopsychosocial care. - I am married to only one woman, Madame Espérance since 16/10/1988. From this union God
gave us five children including two girls and three boys. Just like Abraham and Sarah, my wife and I, are willing to give up everything
and go where the need for the Mission is felt. - Elie Fofolo is currently pastor at the local church of Masina 3, the 15th Congo
Baptist Community in Kinshasa
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A courtier’s faith
John 4: 46-64
Most of the Bible commentators think that this is another version of the story of the healing of Centurion’s
servant story told in Matthew 8: 5-13 and Luke 7: 1-10: actually there are differences which justify in treating,
this incident as it quite independent. There are certain things about the conduct of the Courtier that becomes
a great example to all men
1. Here s a Courtier who came to a Carpenter: In real life, the Courtier was very powerful and high ranking
officer, a royal official. He was a man of high standing at the court of Herod. Jesus on the other hand had
no greater status. He came from the ordinary family of carpenter. This incident took place in the very
early days of Jesus’ ministry, only few people knew about him at that time. But it looks like that the news
of His healing power had already spread. We note that Jesus was at Cana at this time and this official
lived in Capernaum, almost twenty miles away. That is why he took so long to get back home.
There could be no more improbable scene in this world than an important court official hastening twenty
miles to beg a favour from a village carpenter. First and foremost this courtier swallowed his pride. He
was in urgent need, and neither convention nor custom stopped him brining his need to Jesus. His action
would have cause sensation but he did not care what people said so long he achieved the help from Jesus,
which he wanted so much.
This teaches us that when we want the help, which Christ can give us, we must be humble enough to
swallow our pride to go to him. We must not care what any man may say about this.
2. Here is a courtier who refused to be discouraged: Jesus met him with the at first sight bleak statement
that people would not believe unless they are supplied with sign and wonders. It may well be that Jesus
aimed that saying, not so much at the courtier himself, as the crowd that must have gathered to see the
outcome of this sensational happening. They would be there all agape to see what would happen.
But Jesus had a way of making sure that a person was in earnest and had a serious need. If the man had
turned irritably and resentfully away; if he had been too proud to accept a rebuke; if he had given up
desperately on the spot - Jesus would have known that his faith was not real.
A man must be in earnest before the help of Christ can come to him.
3. He was a courtier who had great faith: It must have been very hard for the courtier to turn away and go
home with Jesus’ assurance only that his little boy would live. Many of us would have been not satisfied
with just those words of Jesus and wanted something like solid proof of healing. It must have been very
hard for the Courtier because his house was far to check about the improvement in his son’s health
condition after the command of Jesus. Yet he had faith enough to turn and walk back that twenty mile
road with nothing but Jesus’ assurance to comfort his heart.

It is of the very essence of faith that we should believe that what Jesus says is true. So often we have a
kind of vague, wistful longing that the promises of Jesus should be true. The only way really to enter into
them is to believe in them with the clutching intensity of a drowning man. If Jesus says anything, it is not
a case” it may be true”; it is a case of “it must be true.’
4. He was a courtier who surrendered: He was not a man who got out of Christ what he wanted and then
went away to forgot. He never forgot the kindness of Jesus and what he did for his son by healing him.
His faith on Christ became much stronger. He and all is his entire household believed. That would not be
easy for him, for the idea of Jesus as the Anointed One of God must have cut across all is preconceived
notions.
Nor would it be easy at the court of Herod to profess faith in Jesus. He would have mockery and laughter
to endure; and no doubt there would be those who thought that he had gone slightly mad. But this
courtier was a man who faced and accepted the facts. He had seen what Jesus could do; he had
experienced it; and there was nothing left to for it but surrender. He had begun with a sense of desperate
need; that need had been supplied; and his sense of need had turned into an overmastering love. That
must always be the story of the Christian life.
There is much for us to learn from the Courtier life and experience with Christ.
•

During the need, he thought of Christ and decided to go to him for help.

•

He took trouble (travelled long distance) to meet Christ, to ask His help.

•

He had a great faith in Christ and also on his power of healing, even though he had not met him
earlier.

•

He believed and trusted the words of Christ and did not doubt at all. He did not ask for proof etc.

•

He became source of blessing to his entire family members as the whole household believed.

Pradeep & Sarah Failbus Worked for 39 years and 29 years with TLM (most at Anandaban, Nepal) Now retired and settled
at: Kathgodam, District Nainital Uttarakhand, India
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Psalm 109
For the director of music. Of David. A psalm.
1 My

God, whom I praise,
do not remain silent,
2 for people who are wicked and deceitful
have opened their mouths against me;
they have spoken against me with lying tongues.
3 With words of hatred they surround me;
they attack me without cause.
4 In return for my friendship they accuse me,
but I am a man of prayer.
5 They repay me evil for good,
and hatred for my friendship.
6 Appoint someone evil to oppose my enemy;
let an accuser stand at his right hand.
7 When he is tried, let him be found guilty,
and may his prayers condemn him.
8 May his days be few;
may another take his place of leadership.
9 May his children be fatherless
and his wife a widow.
10 May his children be wandering beggars;
may they be driven[a] from their ruined homes.
11 May a creditor seize all he has;
may strangers plunder the fruits of his labor.
12 May no one extend kindness to him
or take pity on his fatherless children.
13 May his descendants be cut off,
their names blotted out from the next generation.
14 May the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD;
may the sin of his mother never be blotted out.
15 May their sins always remain before the LORD,
that he may blot out their name from the earth.
16 For he never thought of doing a kindness,
but hounded to death the poor
and the needy and the brokenhearted.
17 He loved to pronounce a curse—
may it come back on him.
He found no pleasure in blessing—
may it be far from him.
18 He wore cursing as his garment;
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it entered into his body like water,
into his bones like oil.
19 May it be like a cloak wrapped about him,
like a belt tied forever around him.
20 May this be the LORD’s payment to my accusers,
to those who speak evil of me.
21 But you, Sovereign LORD,
help me for your name’s sake;
out of the goodness of your love, deliver me.
22 For I am poor and needy,
and my heart is wounded within me.
23 I fade away like an evening shadow;
I am shaken off like a locust.
24 My knees give way from fasting;
my body is thin and gaunt.
25 I am an object of scorn to my accusers;
when they see me, they shake their heads.
26 Help me, LORD my God;
save me according to your unfailing love.
27 Let them know that it is your hand,
that you, LORD, have done it.
28 While they curse, may you bless;
may those who attack me be put to shame,
but may your servant rejoice.
29 May my accusers be clothed with disgrace
and wrapped in shame as in a cloak.
30 With my mouth I will greatly extol the LORD;
in the great throng of worshipers I will praise him.
31 For he stands at the right hand of the needy,
to save their lives from those who would condemn them.
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Psalm 110

Of David. A psalm.
1 The LORD

says to my lord:
“Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies
a footstool for your feet.”
2 The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion, saying,
“Rule in the midst of your enemies!”
3 Your troops will be willing
on your day of battle.
Arrayed in holy splendor,
your young men will come to you
like dew from the morning’s womb.
4 The LORD has sworn
and will not change his mind:
“You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.”
5 The Lord is at your right hand;
he will crush kings on the day of his wrath.
6 He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead
and crushing the rulers of the whole earth.
7 He will drink from a brook along the way,
and so he will lift his head high.
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There is a place called hell - Part 1
Almost everyday or even every day we see and hear of horrifying scenes of war, natural disasters or
mankind killing others. We see teams working to help and rescue people. Rescue teams searching for
people that have been buried in rubble and recovering bodies of the deceased.
• It seems like hell – it is!
What is the real hell going to be like? Some quotes from the Bible:
…darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."
…them into the fiery furnace…
…They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and
from the majesty of his power…
…he, too, will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his
wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.
And the smoke of their torment rises forever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who
worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name."
…If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
…But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice
magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the
second death.
…They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest
darkness has been reserved forever.
Really; words can t paint a picture bad enough for us to understand or even begin to comprehend eternal
separation from God.
There are people, human beings going there forever & ever!
• People we know love & rub shoulders with day after day – they even could be part of our families.
The million $ question is:
• Are you part of the part of the rescue team?
This a difficult position we find ourselves in:
Matthew 7:13-14 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only
a few find it.
2 Peter 3:3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires

Jude 18-19 They said to you, "In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires." These are the men who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit
These things make it hard to witness to our families & friends.
Yet I ve read stories of people who have had a vision of hell and from that time; from then on NOTHING
stops them from talking to the unsaved & warning them of hell.
Drastic measures must be taken to stay away from hell.
Matthew 18:8-9 If your hand or your foot causes you to sin cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you
to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. And if
your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than
to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell
God has given us hope – nobody needs to go to hell!
• Can you believe that going to hell is a choice people make!
• Can you believe that going to heaven is a choice people make!
Revelation 2:11
He, who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes
will not be hurt at all by the second death. (hell)
Matthew 28:18-20
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Dan Izzett - Zimbabwe. Retired pastor. I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI board for eight
years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years. I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have
relocated to the UK to live with our children.
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There is a place called hell - Part 2
God has a plan and it involves us!
When He called Peter He said:
Matthew 4:19-20 Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." At once they
left their nets and followed him.
John 21:2-6
"I'm going out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." So they went out
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the
shore, but the disciples did not realise that it was Jesus. He called out to them, "Friends, haven't you
any fish?"
"No," they answered.
He said, "Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some." When they did, they
were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.

(Jesus promise to all of us is: I will make you fishers of men. That s what Go means. I will make you fishers
of men not fishers of fish!)
Do we keep fishing in the wrong places? We fish in pools and lakes that have signs and words :
• Don t go. No fishing. There s no need to go…
• Fear of being rejected, laughed at…
• Laziness…
• No time…
• Disbelief…
• Preoccupied…
• You re fishing in the wrong spot?
• These lakes count for nothing and leave people going to hell.
Other excuses:
• I don t know what to say. I don t know how to land fish…
Easy cure:
• What caught you?
• What drew you?
• What was said to you?
• What was done to you…

Use the same tactics!
• Reach people! Save people from hell
The least you can do for them is:
• Tell them about Jesus!
• Tell of His saving power!
• Tell of His forgiving of sins!
• Tell of His love towards them!
• Tell of His desire to have them in His Kingdom!
Fishing method:
• Love them – Love never fails.
• Pray earnestly for the unsaved. To help your prayers: See them on their way to hell. The hell we read
about in the Bible. See their faces; before and after – in hell.
• Pray in love for them.
• As the Holy Spirit to prepare their hearts.
• Obey the call of Jesus in your life: GO .
The million $ question is:
Are you part of the sending team or a non-active bystander or part of the rescue team?
Please become part of the rescuing team!
• He has anointed you to preach the Good News! Just do it.
• To heal the sick! Just do it.
• Cast out demons! Just do it.
• Set the captives free! Just do it.
• Just do it! Just do it! Just do it!

Dan Izzett - Zimbabwe. Retired pastor. I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI board for eight
years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years. I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have
relocated to the UK to live with our children.
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There is a place called hell – Part 3
The million $ question is:
Are you part of the sending team, a non-active bystander or part of the rescue team? Have you
become part of the rescuing team?
Never forget: He has anointed you:
• To preach the Good News! Just do it
• To heal the sick! Just do it
• Cast out demons! Just do it
• Set the captives free! Just do it
• Just do it! Just do it! Just do it!
In you story of The Good Samaritan , the two religious leaders, the Priest and Levite saw the injured man
and crossed over to the other side .
• They belonged to the church on the other side of the road
In order to be fruitful you need to be in the church on the right side . A side that s on the same side as the
hurting, the emotionally unhealthy, the abused, those who need to be rescued.
• A church, a Christian organisation that s not reaching out to the unsaved and needy is a church that
has crossed over to the other side of the road .
We are sometimes guilty of looking for people who can give to us rather than looking for people to whom
we can give! At the end of the day: Giving of ourselves is what counts.
John 15:5-6 I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.

The Branches
Jesus describes us as branches
• Born of Him – We have His genes.
• Branches of His life – We have His life, we draw down from Him and produce fruit!
• Connected to Him.
• Churches are not branches, the believers are!
• It s not whether the church is bearing, the question is: are the branches bearing fruit?
• We bear the life and fruit of Jesus!

John 15:1-2 I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. The Father is the
Vine Dresser
He observes each branch – person – to see if we are fruitful.
• Leaves and activities are not fruit. Fruit is what counts! If He sees no fruit, the Father cuts away – it
loses its life & place so that we can bear more fruit!
• Every believer is responsible to the Father to be productive.

Dan Izzett - Zimbabwe. Retired pastor. I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI board for eight
years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years. I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have
relocated to the UK to live with our children.
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There is a place called hell – Part 4
The Fruit
This is what we are required to produce!
The scriptures speak of different fruit:
• Of the Holy Spirit.
• Of good not evil.
• Of repentance!
In this case Jesus is talking about reproducing healthy believers. This is our prime purpose. This is what we
accountable to the Father for.
Is this hard?
John 15.3 gives us answers
You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you…
The Word Keeps Us Clean and Healthy
• Sin blocks the flow of God given life.
• The Word is a seed that brings life & bears fruit
vs4
Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
Having A Relationship With Jesus Allows and Enables Us To Bear Fruit.
• Our connection to the vine is our most important source of life; it includes a connection to the Holy
Spirit.
• This flow of life will draw others to our source.
John 7:38-39
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."
By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive

Dan Izzett - Zimbabwe. Retired pastor. I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI board for eight
years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years. I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have
relocated to the UK to live with our children.
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There is a place called hell – Part 5
We Have To Abide and Act In His Love
John 15:10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's
commands and remain in his love.
The love of God is beyond description:
• It s eternal…
• Unselfish…
• Loyal…
• Unfailing…
• It lifts us out of our sin…
• It sent Jesus to the cross…
• It s been shed abroad in our hearts…
• It s what we have received & what we give away…
Jesus was fruitful for many reasons, but one special reason was:
• He saw fields ready to be harvested…
• He saw a harvest where we so often see problems and difficulties…
• His attitude towards sinners allowed Him into their lives…
• Jesus was on the right side of the road…
Jesus is not only our saviour, but also our model!
• He gathered and sent… He’s still sending!
• He saved and healed… He’s still saving and healing!
• He blessed and loved… He still blesses and loves!
• He set people free and gave them hope… He still sets people free and still gives hope to the hopeless!
As we leave these pages – we leave on a sent mission – sent out to people who are desperate & need of a
touch from the One who’s touched you!
• May God deliver us from holding on to dead branches!
• May He deliver us from self-absorption & comparing ourselves with ourselves!
• May He not only deliver us out of sin but into the fullness of the harvest !
There is a place called Hell!
❓Are you part of the sending team, a non-active bystander or part of the rescue team?

Dan Izzett - Zimbabwe. Retired pastor. I was diagnosed with lepromatous leprosy in 1972. Served on TLMI board for eight
years and on the Zimbabwe board for 15 years. I now serve on the ALM board and do advocacy for ALM and TLM. We have
relocated to the UK to live with our children.
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Psalm 111

1 Praise

the LORD.
I will extol the LORD with all my heart
in the council of the upright and in the assembly.
2 Great are the works of the LORD;
they are pondered by all who delight in them.
3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and compassionate.
5 He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
6 He has shown his people the power of his works,
giving them the lands of other nations.
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy.
8 They are established for ever and ever,
enacted in faithfulness and uprightness.
9 He provided redemption for his people;
he ordained his covenant forever—
holy and awesome is his name.
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who follow his precepts have good understanding.
To him belongs eternal praise.
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Psalm 112

1 Praise

the LORD.
Blessed are those who fear the LORD,
who find great delight in his commands.
2 Their children will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures forever.
4 Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,
for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous.
5 Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,
who conduct their affairs with justice.
6 Surely the righteous will never be shaken;
they will be remembered forever.
7 They will have no fear of bad news;
their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD.
8 Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
9 They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor,
their righteousness endures forever;
their horn will be lifted high in honor.
10 The wicked will see and be vexed,
they will gnash their teeth and waste away;
the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.
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A Mother at Prayer
I was searching through some old papers recently – notes that I had made in the past and notes that I knew
my mother had made. I am not sure what I started to look for but I do know what I found – some notes
made in my mother’s handwriting about A Mother at Prayer.
I don’t know how many of you reading this are mothers, mothers who pray every day for their children but
in my mother’s notes she had written that she might not live to see the fulfilment of her prayers but that
she would keep praying anyway (she did not write down what she prayed for me so I don’t know whether
her specific prayers were answered – I like to think they were). Some of her notes were after she had read
the story of Susanna Wesley, the mother of John Wesley and of Charles Wesley. Here is a very brief resume
of Susanna’s story for those who don’t know it or need to be reminded of it.
Susanna Wesley lived in the 17/18th century and was the wife of a very poor preacher who was imprisoned
twice for financial mismanagement. Her home was burned down twice. Nonetheless, she had 19 children,
9 of whom died in infancy. The rest, 7 girls and 3 boys. she raised more or less singlehandedly. For her,
motherhood was a vocation from God. She home schooled all of her children, boys and girls alike, for 6
hours every day, giving each child an additional 1 hour a week one-to-one encouragement. In her own
words, she considered each child to be ‘a talent committed to me under a trust’.
In their very small house, there was no place that she could go to be alone to pray, where she could pour
out her heart to God, where she could mourn her lost infants, where she could intercede for her infuriating
husband and pray for each of her children by name – for she did all of those. Her children learned from
infancy that when their mother had her apron raised over her head that she was NOT to be disturbed for
anything.
That was her private place of prayer.
Once when her husband’s replacement in the parish and in the pulpit failed miserably to preach the Gospel,
Susanna took matters into her own hands. Starting a Sunday School for her own children in her kitchen, she
soon had to move it into the barn when there were too many people for the house – 200 regularly met to
worship, pray, and listen to her reading sermons.
We remember Charles Wesley’s hymns (hymns like “Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim…”) or those
translated by John Wesley (hymns like “Thou hidden love of God whose height…”). We remember John
Wesley whose preaching led to the formation of the Methodist Church.
Do we remember the remarkable woman of God who taught and prayed for her boys every day whose
teaching and prayer grounded her boys in the teaching of the Bible and faith in God? Do I (do you) remember
and honour the memory of the mother who prayed for me (for you)?

I want to end with one of Susanna’s prayers, as recorded in John Whitehead’s book “The Life of Rev John
Wesley):
“Help me, Lord, to remember that religion is not to be confined to the church, or the closet, nor exercised only
in prayer and meditation, but that my every word and action have a moral content.
May all the happenings of my life prove useful and beneficial to me. May all things instruct me and afford
me an opportunity of exercising some virtue and daily learning and growing toward Your likeness. Amen”
May that be our prayer today.
[A word for fathers. Although this reflection is about a mother, I do not in any way undervalue the prayers
of fathers for their children.]

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International
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Serving Christ
Colossians 3:24, and Philippians 2:6-8
In 1983 Graham Kendrick published a song which has lasted through the decades, and sung very regularly
today, certainly in churches in the UK. It’s called The Servant King and if you’ve never heard it, it’s worth
looking up on Google which will find it very quickly for you. In an amazing way it captures the verses in
Philippians 2:6-8 where Paul writes so wonderfully about Jesus humbling himself, taking on the role of a
servant. I love it when we hear Scripture so lovingly expressed in song, and I think this one has a timeless
character about it which will last not just decades, maybe even centuries.
But it’s the last verse which often hits me hardest
So let us learn how to serve
And in our lives enthrone Him
Each other's needs to prefer
For it is Christ we're serving
Having reflected for only a few verses on Jesus humbling himself, and his suffering and death, the song comes
right back and to me implies the challenge that Jesus gave the expert in the law who asked “Who is my
neighbour?” Jesus well known response was “Go and do likewise”.
Sometimes life can get very complex and busy with pressures coming in from all directions at once. For
various reasons I’ve had some of these moments recently and was wanting to cry out “Oh no, not again. I
just want to lie down and rest!”. I might be tempted to use my increasing age as an excuse, and to give up
on something that I had been committed to do. “Enough Lord, enough” is a very natural response.
But at such times Kendrick’s song, and especially that last line which is a quote form Colossians 3:24
refocuses my mind and my limited energy, and somehow the job gets done. But I’m retired! For many of
you reading this you are still beavering away in the fields of TLM and surely must be feeling the pressure of
multiple demands on your time and energy so much more frequently than I do.
The events of this past week have reminded me that age is no excuse, neither is ill health it appears. Queen
Elizabeth looked so frail in a photo taken on Tuesday when she met our outgoing Prime Minister and
welcomed our incoming one Liz Truss. She was not at all well, but she was positively gleaming in her
welcoming smile and was able to carry out that solemn duty.
She has been referred to on many occasions as The Servant Queen and a book was published by the Bible
Society, LICC, and HOPE on her 90th birthday entitled The Servant Queen and the King she serves. This is also
worth looking up on Google if you’ve not seen it!
What an extraordinary devotion she has shown. She fulfilled her duty as monarch in the blare of cameras in
spite of her obvious frailty and health issues only two days before being taken to be with the King she served
all her life. I find that very humbling, and hopefully will be a real inspiration when I think I’m under pressure
or struggling to cope.
After all – it is Christ Jesus that we all serve. Let it be for his glory
Trevor Durston - General Director from 1993-2006. Now retired and working as a volunteer speaker for TLM.
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Visual acuity
This morning, during breakfast at the beach, I was commiserating with a friend about missed opportunities.
In the early 1970s, he worked for a dynamite manufacturer that supplied explosives to the numerous gold
mines on the Witwatersrand and further afield. The company owned large tracts of land to the north-east
of Johannesburg. When it came time for his Christmas bonus, he was offered a choice – a cash payment, or
a gift of part of the land belonging to the company. He took a drive to have a look at the land. It was miles
from everything - a rural backwater without promise. He pocketed the cash.
When you drive from Johannesburg to the airport, you can check out his unpromising rural backwater for
yourself. It’s called Bedfordview. They built Bedford Centre on the land that he was offered. Properties in
the area start at US $200 000. At the top end, expect to pay US $2 500 000.
As we say in South Africa, “Eish!”
I think many of us rue missed opportunities. Educational decisions. Relationship choices. Career selections.
Investments. If only. Hindsight is 20/20 vision.
What does Biblical 20/20 vision look like? Enough books to fill a large library have been written about this
topic, but I have two thoughts:
The Lord offers us foresight and insight. The two are intertwined. When we train ourselves to see the world
through the Scriptures, foresight and insight work together to produce discernment.
“But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to
distinguish good from evil.” Hebrews 5:14

Does this mean that we will never make mistakes? Will our choices always result in good outcomes?
Each of us will have our own view of this. What does a good outcome resemble when weighed in the scales
of eternity? I certainly know some people who, even under the toughest conditions, are always able to make
the upright choice - the upright choice is ultimately always the right choice, even if the immediate
consequences are not obviously beneficial. In some cases, the upright choice may appear less than optimal.
In fact, to people outside the Faith, your choices may appear baffling, even harmful, in the sense that they
don’t seem like sensible career choices, for example. Even within your church, some people may find your
commitment to the Kingdom and Kingdom values odd. It takes courage to walk by His light.
Here’s a thought for the day:
“Father, forgive me for the times when my choices haven’t been upright, when I’ve ignored the insights that you’ve
given me. Help me to be a person of discernment, living according to the values of Your Kingdom, no matter how at
odds they may be with the values of the world, and no matter how at odds they are with my desires.”

Peter Laubscher - Country Leader, Southern Africa. Peter and Elizabeth Laubscher have worked with the Leprosy Mission
since 1981. They are blessed with three children. Peter cruises the waters of False Bay when he’s not trying to polish scratches
out of telescope mirrors.
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All that glitters is not gold
Philippians 2:4 “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
One of the inspiring characteristics of the people who make up the Leprosy Mission community is the focus
on others; the desire to connect with other people, to see them, to serve them, to provide help, to love them
with Christ’s love.
Paul offers us a useful reminder of how important this is. He encourages us to look beyond ourselves and
to look to others. If we focus too much on ourselves and our own problems we can get caught up in a small
world. If we chase material satisfaction or find ourselves socially isolated for whatever reason, we will find
emptiness rather than the fullness of life the Lord promises. Part of getting back on track is to look to others.
Simon Guillebaud in his book Choose Life quotes a story of a rich man who went to see his psychiatrist to
complain that despite his wealth he was unhappy. The psychiatrist took him to a window and asked, “what
do you see?”. The man replied, “I see people walking around.” The psychiatrist then took him to a mirror
and asked, “what do you see?”. The man replied, “I see myself.” The psychiatrist then said “In the window
there is glass, and, in the mirror, there is glass and when you look through the window you see others, but
in the mirror only yourself. The difference is that in the mirror there is a layer of silver behind the glass.
When silver is added, you cease to see others and only see yourself.”
In an excessively self-obsessed age, Jesus’ call is to lay down ourselves for others.
I give thanks and praise to God that The Leprosy Mission is modelling this and ask the Lord to protect this.

Pete Garratt – former Head of Operations Support at the International Office and current member of PRG.
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Do not disturb!
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping... Mark 14:37
I was on a long haul flight to Singapore. Among the papers in the pocket of the seat in front of me was a bit
of coloured card. On it, in large bright letters, it said, ‘Do not disturb’.
When you want to sleep you put your seat into its recline position, sometimes to the annoyance of the
person behind, display the notice and close your eyes. It’s supposed to prevent interruptions. It doesn’t
always work, particularly if you are in an aisle seat and someone wants to get past you to go to the loo.
I thought it would be great if I could carry the notice around all the time, wherever I was. ‘Do not disturb.’
Bad news? Problems in the Middle East? Someone needing my help? ‘Do not Disturb.’ Just let me roll over
and sleep. But it wouldn’t work and I don’t believe it should.
We need to be disturbed at times, to be jolted out of our comfortable ruts – by injustice, by suffering – and
we have no inborn right to an easy life. And if we’re disturbed enough by what goes on around us, we might
just start doing something to help.
One last thing. If we did manage to sleep through the problems, we might miss the joys of life as well. I
wouldn’t want to do that. Would you?
Lord, life with you can be uncomfortable.
Keep me awake, the excitement makes it all worthwhile.

Extract from Love is a Wild Bird, first published 2003 - with the kind permission of Judith Merell, TLM Trading
Eddie Askew (1927-2007) devoted half a century to leprosy and its consequences. In 1950 he and his wife Barbara set sail for
India. Eddie's first placement was in Purulia, West Bengal. In 1965 Eddie took up the post of executive secretary at TLM's office in
London. His first overseas visit in this new role was to Ethiopia, where he learned of plans to set up a leprosy training centre that
would benefit patients and medics throughout Africa. He offered to become a founding member and signed TLM up to support
what was to become ALERT (All Africa Leprosy and Rehabilitation Training Centre). The following year, the organisation now known
as the International Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations (ILEP) was set up. In 1974 Eddie became general director of TLM. He
was keen to develop TLM's work elsewhere, and took a team into the closed land of Bhutan in response to a request from its
government. - Inspired by his travels and his Christian faith, Eddie found an outlet for his creativity in painting and poetry. He
retired in 1987. From 1998 until his death he was TLM- vice-president, and in 2000 he was awarded an OBE. (Fiona Spence)
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Psalm 113

1 Praise

the LORD.
Praise the LORD, you his servants;
praise the name of the LORD.
2 Let the name of the LORD be praised,
both now and forevermore.
3 From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,
the name of the LORD is to be praised.
4 The LORD is exalted over all the nations,
his glory above the heavens.
5 Who is like the LORD our God,
the One who sits enthroned on high,
6 who stoops down to look
on the heavens and the earth?
7 He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap;
8 he seats them with princes,
with the princes of his people.
9 He settles the childless woman in her home
as a happy mother of children.
Praise the LORD.
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Psalm 114

1 When

Israel came out of Egypt,
Jacob from a people of foreign tongue,
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary,
Israel his dominion.
3 The sea looked and fled,
the Jordan turned back;
4 the mountains leaped like rams,
the hills like lambs.
5 Why was it, sea, that you fled?
Why, Jordan, did you turn back?
6 Why, mountains, did you leap like rams,
you hills, like lambs?
7 Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 who turned the rock into a pool,
the hard rock into springs of water.
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Hope & Thanks

Colossians 3:17 "And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him”
Paul reminds us that when we do everything, both in word and deed, it must be in the name of the Lord
Jesus. This statement needs to be studied more deeply. Why should we mention the name of the Lord Jesus
in doing everything we do? We know that the name Jesus is a very extraordinary name. If we mention the
name of Jesus in all our actions, then we have actually involved Him in all our activities. When we mention
His name, that's where He will be present and our steps will certainly be accompanied by Him with His power
and today we will learn through the truth of God's word.
In my daily life, I don't forget to always say the name of the Lord Jesus when I'm happy or when I'm in trouble.
I will tell you about my life experience when I was a volunteer in a non-governmental organization and
private clinic. I just graduated from college, all I had was the practical experience when I was in college, I
hadn't have enough work experience, but I dared myself to face the difficulties that exist. Many people
underestimated my ability as a young doctor, but I was not alone, the Lord Jesus was always with me and I
always mentioned his name in any situation.
The experience that I will never forget is when I applied for the Leprosy Mission Timor Leste, where I worked
for the first time. I was well received by the people from this organization. It was all because of Jesus, I
couldn't get there without him. I'm always grateful for what I have even if it's a little but if we are grateful,
we never lack anything.
And I always hope as the book of proverbs says
your hope will not be cut off.

Proverb 23:18, There is surely a future hope for you, and

“O Lord, make me a man who is good at being grateful to You."

Gimaraes Rony Sumanggara Sarmento – Medical Officer TML Timor-Leste
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The Magnificence of the Cross of Calvary – Part 5
John 12:23-24 ‘Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you,
unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds.’
Philippians 2:8 ‘“Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point
of death, even death on a cross”.’
Ephesians 1:7 ‘In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the
riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.’

We must focus less on ‘how’ Jesus died on the Cross and turn our attention more to ‘why’ he died! Then
we would truly comprehend the magnificence of the Cross. He died to pay the penalty for our sins. If it
were possible for sinful men and women to be made right with God any other way, the death of Jesus
Christ on the Cross was unwarranted. Shedding His blood was the only acceptable payment for man’s sins.
He bore the burden of separation from His Father for saving the human soul. Jesus who bore no sin
submitted to the humiliation of the Roman cross for the sake of man.
Every good thing has a price tag. Compassion has a price to pay. Nothing comes free or without sacrifice.
Salvation is not pardoning man without payment for his crimes against God. Jesus on the Cross paid the price
for our sins, in full, once for all. The ultimate sacrifice by Jesus had opened the door of salvation for man. It
was the sacrifice for salvation.
At the Cross, God’s compassion was at its splendid display.
The Father/God paid a heavy price to restore man’s rightful place of being in His presence. The price of
compassionate love of God was the blood of His only begotten son Jesus shed on the Cross. God so loved
man, who He created in His own image, that He sent His Son to bear the burden of sins of man on the
Cross. The long and arduous path that Jesus took to the Cross of Calvary was paved with God’s compassion
to redeem man.
Compassion is the compelling yearning of God.
The One who did not deserve to die, was crucified alongside two men who did deserve to die. Jesus had all
along lived His life with people who had fallen from the grace of God. At the Cross, He brought them back
into a loving relationship with God. As the Triune God, Jesus had the power to stop his tormentors at any
moment. He restrained Himself from annihilating those who caused Him immense pain. He willingly
submitted himself to His execution in accordance with God’s purpose.
Jesus did not condemn those who humiliated him physically and verbally.

In condemnation, there is confrontational hatred. In conviction, there is compassionate love.
Jesus convicted people to come to God through his compassionate words and deeds, including the death on
the Cross. Compassion was exhibited when Jesus prayed to God to forgive man for his sins. Christian walk is
not a bed of roses. Hurdles are stepping-stones to a life lived with compassion.
The Cross of Calvary symbolizes God’s abundant grace. God’s grace is so abundant, more than we can ever
imagine, ask or hope for. It is there for the asking. It does not require practicing torturous religious rituals.
Greater is my faith in Jesus Christ as my Saviour, greater is God’s grace poured out into me and through me
into others. He gives us grace not because of our good deeds, but out of His abundant love.
The Spirit that strengthened Jesus to obey God’s Will on the Cross is with us now, the Holy Spirit.
Compassion and forgiveness are essential factors to win souls for Jesus. The compassion of Christ on the
Cross had compelled one criminal to confess and commit his life to Jesus.

The Cross of compassion of Christ embodies the love of God

Dr PLN Raju - Former Director (Resource Mobilization) The Leprosy Mission Trust India New Delhi
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Love God by loving our neighbour.

In Matthew 22:37-39, Jesus said: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.”
Quite simple right? We are to love God with all of our being, we also need to love our neighbours as how
we love ourselves.
A Bishop in Singapore has a favourite line: “Love God BY loving your neighbour.” I think it's the same point
yet with a difference. Somehow, the word ‘BY’ makes it relatable. Suddenly, I can think of what I should be
doing to demonstrate God's love to my neighbour:
 Showing kindness & compassion,

 Speaking gently,

 Extending grace & forgiveness

 Being accepting of others,

 Not remembering wrongs,

 Taking time to build relationships,

 Being gracious,

 Trying to understand another person’s story

These are just a few ways that Jesus lived His life on earth and how He called us to follow Him. It’s also how
I wish to love myself, what about you? Read the list again and think: to love myself, I show myself kindness,
accept myself for who I am and forgive my own faults. Does it make sense? I hope that helps you to consider
how to love your neighbour or if you already do, then how to increase it even more.
Let's also think about the word which I feel is just as, if not more, important: Love God by loving your
NEIGHBOUR. Who is my neighbour? Let's do another list (I love lists!). As I go along, you try to think of
more challenging examples.
My neighbour is:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The person next door, upstairs, downstairs, across the road from me,
The family at the next table in the coffee shop or restaurant,
The little child who is throwing a tantrum in the mall,
The old lady waiting at the bus stop who doesn't have a seat,
The person on the bus with the very loud music blasting from their earphones,
The colleague speaking so loudly into the phone everyone can hear the conversation,
The person who keeps using my favourite cup at work!

Keep going! My neighbour is:
•
•

The person with a disability whom I see so often I've stopped considering their needs,
The individuals who have not so visible disabilities who may be afraid to talk about it,

•
•
•
•
•
•

The always grumpy person who might be suffering from pain, sadness or mental illness,
Some elderly people who seem so independent that I've ignored them,
The person from another tribe, ethnic group or caste that I seldom associate with,
The individuals with a different race & skin-color from mine,
The people from different Christian denominations,
Those who believe in a different religion than I do.

We are told that all of us are made in the image of God – Genesis 1:27. David reflected that we are fearfully
and wonderfully made – Psalm 139:13-14. Paul reminds us that we are all sinners and we all fall short of
God’s glory – Romans 3:23. We are all equal in the eyes of God and He loves us all so much.
“God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him.” John 3:17 (NLT)
I know that I have more to learn about being a loving neighbor so:
I commit to love God with all of my being and in doing so, to think deeper about who my
neighbors are and to consider if I have biases I might not be aware of.
I ask the Holy Spirit to open my eyes to His ways which are higher than mine.
To remind me to foster unity, to include every voice and, to appreciate
the diversity and beauty that God has created in His world.

What will your prayer be today?



Listen to:

Uncomplicated
Hillsong Young & Free

Cindy Norfor – grateful to be a Global HR Advisor at TLM’s International Office.
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Psalm 8

For the director of music. According to gittith. A psalm of David.
1 LORD,

our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory
in the heavens.
2 Through the praise of children and infants
you have established a stronghold against your enemies,
to silence the foe and the avenger.
3 When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place,
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them,
human beings that you care for them?
5 You have made them a little lower than the angels
and crowned them with glory and honor.
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands;
you put everything under their feet:
7 all flocks and herds,
and the animals of the wild,
8 the birds in the sky,
and the fish in the sea,
all that swim the paths of the seas.
9 LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You can listen it here - music by Daniel Donahaye:
Psaumes 8

Daniel Donahaye - I am 85 years old and for the last year have been putting my poetry to music, having launched my first cd
in June in support of the Australian Leprosy Mission. I am happily married having met my wife in Israel in 1957. I was born in
France but grew up in England, where I spent most of my working life. We retired to live in Queensland in 1999. Our children
and grandchildren are spread across the world, and so I would sum up by saying that I am a citizen of the world with a deep
concern for my fellow human beings.
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How Does Your Garden Grow?
That is a quote from a nursery rhyme. The thoughts below suggest that it has a meaning for our Christian
life.
What have you planted in that life? – here are a few suggestions
3 Rows of Peas:
Peace of mind;
Peace of heart;
Peace of soul.
4 Rows of Squash:
Squash gossip;
Squash interference;
Squash grumbling;
Squash selfishness.
4 Rows of Lettuce:
Let us be faithful;
Let us be kind;
Let us be patient;
Let us love one another.
3 Rows of Turnips:
Turn up for meetings;
Turn up for service;
Turn up to help one another.
4 Rows of Thyme:
Time for God;
Time for each other;
Time for our faith;
Time for our friends.
Take the example of the mustard seed – the smallest of all the seeds but yet nurtured by God, as are all the
others, to be strong plants.
There is a hymn that speaks in a way not just of this garden of our lives but of our whole lives:

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree,
In cocoons, a hidden promise – butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody,
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.
From the past will come the future, what it holds, a mystery,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
In our end is our beginning, in our time infinity,
In our doubt, there is believing, in our life eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory,
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

This link will let you listen to the hymn with beautiful illustrations.
https://youtu.be/sDpByzZqeQ4

Christine Osman – Scotland - formerly Treasurer of The Leprosy Mission International
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Psalm 115
1 Not

to us, LORD, not to us
but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and faithfulness.
2 Why do the nations say,
“Where is their God?”
3 Our God is in heaven;
he does whatever pleases him.
4 But their idols are silver and gold,
made by human hands.
5 They have mouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but cannot see.
6 They have ears, but cannot hear,
noses, but cannot smell.
7 They have hands, but cannot feel,
feet, but cannot walk,
nor can they utter a sound with their throats.
8 Those who make them will be like them,
and so will all who trust in them.
9 All you Israelites, trust in the LORD—
he is their help and shield.
10 House of Aaron, trust in the LORD—
he is their help and shield.
11 You who fear him, trust in the LORD—
he is their help and shield.
12 The LORD remembers us and will bless us:
He will bless his people Israel,
he will bless the house of Aaron,
13 he will bless those who fear the LORD—
small and great alike.
14 May the LORD cause you to flourish,
both you and your children.
15 May you be blessed by the LORD,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD,
but the earth he has given to mankind.
17 It is not the dead who praise the LORD,
those who go down to the place of silence;
18 it is we who extol the LORD,
both now and forevermore.
Praise the LORD.

29

October _________________________________

__________________________________ Sunday

Psalm 116
1I

love the LORD, for he heard my voice;
he heard my cry for mercy.
2 Because he turned his ear to me,
I will call on him as long as I live.
3 The cords of death entangled me,
the anguish of the grave came over me;
I was overcome by distress and sorrow.
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD:
“LORD, save me!”
5 The LORD is gracious and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
6 The LORD protects the unwary;
when I was brought low, he saved me.
7 Return to your rest, my soul,
for the LORD has been good to you.
8 For you, LORD, have delivered me from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling,
9 that I may walk before the LORD
in the land of the living.
10 I trusted in the LORD when I said,
“I am greatly afflicted”;
11 in my alarm I said,
“Everyone is a liar.”
12 What shall I return to the LORD
for all his goodness to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of his faithful servants.
16 Truly I am your servant, LORD;
I serve you just as my mother did;
you have freed me from my chains.
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you
and call on the name of the LORD.
18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD—
in your midst, Jerusalem.
Praise the LORD.
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